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Golden Jubilee 


July 13, 1962 


Program 


10:00 A. M. Parade 
11:30 A. M. Ox Roast by Wildlife 


12:00 M. Band Concert, Leeds High School 
- Band 


2:00 P. M. Program in VFW Hall 
Seely eh, hit Band Concert, Minnewaukan H. S. 
Band 
1:00 P. M. 4 Team Baseball Tournament for Pee 
Wees (various children’s activities 
throughout the day) 
8:00 P. M. Band Concert, Maddock High School 
Band 
9:00 P. M. 2 Dances, Teenage and General ‘ 
Public 


Antiques will be on display throughout the day 


gor & 


Preface 


This historical booklet was compiled for the Golden Jubilee of 
Harlow and surrounding community so that a record might be pre- 
served to future generations of the labors and sacrifices of the found- 
ers of our country. 


Much of the history had to be written from memory as records 
were few. Due to shortness of time in which to gather information, 
pictures, etc., it is hoped that omissions, inaccuracies, and errors will 
be overlooked for they are unintentional. 


Our sincere thanks to all those who loaned their prized pictures, 
contributed articles, time and effort, and in any other way assisted 


so as to make possible this history. 
Ole and Alma Ronning 


Dedicated to 
: Our Pioneers 


The pioneers who settled this land, 

Who carried a nation in their hands, 

Who left their homeland far away, 

To lay the foundation for our country today; 

Who seeded the prairie with flax and wheat, 

Who toiled and labored in the summer heat, 

Who finally succeeded with their tremendous task 

Of forming a nation, What more could we ask? 

We bow to you pioneers who lived on to stay 

And made Harlow and Butte Valley what they are today. 
Erling Tufte 


Harlow Golden Jubilee Executive Committee 


OFFICERS 

Chairman - - Byron Knutson Secretary - - - Alma Ronning 
Vice Chr. - - - Olaf Helgeson Treas. - - - Bernard and Alice 

Knutson 

Historians - Ole and Alma Ronning 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Parade - - - - - Irving Olson Recreation - - Car{ Buckmeier 
Program - - - - Lillian Hoff Hat Sales - - - Junice Lysne 
Antiques - - Emma Westrum Parking - - - Phillip Leppard 
Button Sales - - - Frank Piatz Preparations - - Melvin Olson 


Stands and Concessions - - George Muri 


Commander VFW Past - Wallace Williams 
Pres. VFW Auxiliary - - - Izzy Olson 
Pres. Wildlife Club - - - - - Elmer Tufte 
Pres. Harlow Homemakers - Alice Knutson 


Pres. Butte Valley Farmers Union Local- 
Hjalmer Hermanson 


HARLOW IN THE PROCESS OF BEING BUILT, 1912 


Bank, Larson Hardware, Hoff Pool Hall, Quale and Olson Store 


and Gust Wicken Post Office. 


HARLOW HARDWARE 


carson Bros., Newton, Lester, Andrew, Herman and Carl 
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History of Harlow 


“~= In 1896, when many of our pioneers had decided to find homes 

in this section of Benson County, a man by the name of Lois Larsen 

Ulvestad homesteaded a hundred and sixty acres in the NW part 
{ of Section 15 of what is now Butte Valley township. He had many 
times made the statement that some day a town would grow up on 
his land. This statement proved correct as his land did many years 
later became the townsite of Harlow. After he had proved up the 
land he decided in the spring of 1902 to pull up stakes and go to Can- 
ada. On Nov. 19, 1902, he sold his homestead to Olai Ronning, packed 
his trunk, and with the money he had received for the land, took his 
leave from these parts. His trunk arrived at his destination but noth- 
ing was heard further of Ulvestad, so people thought he might have 
met with foul play. He couldn’t count money so that could have been 
a motive for his disappearance. Be that as it may, the succeeding 
events followed in sequence: 

Olai Ronning, after proving up his homestead in the south-east 
corner of section 9, built a home where Ulvestad had lived. This is 
where Mrs. Alma Romig now lives. He married in June of 1904, and 
three of the four children were born there—- the oldest being my hus- 
band. In 1910 the house burned and they moved to the Big Coulee 
community. in Ramsey County, east of Brinsmade. On Mar. 9, 1911, 
he sold the right-of-way to the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste 
Marie Railway Company (Soo Line) for section 15 and 16. They were 
to have 50 feet on each side. Mr. Ronning had passed away so on 
May 10, 1912, Mrs. Ronning sold the rest of NW% of section 15, 
Township 154 Range 69 (153.80 acres), to the Tri State Land Com- 
pany, a Corporation. ‘They caused this land to be surveyed, platted 
and dedicated to public use forever al] streets, avenues, and alleys 
therein shown.” This was done on July 2, 1912 by O. M. Axtell. 


This is what then became the townsite of Harlow. As far as we 
are able to find out, Harlow, founded in 1912 and unincorporated, was 
named by the townsite officials for G. H. Harlow, an officer of the 
railroad construction company. Thus, when the Soo Line Railroad 
cime through Harlow began to grow. 

In the summer of 1911, Jacob Jacobson and his brother Morris, 

d built a blacksmith shop in the north-east corner of Christ Muri’s 
eighty, section 21, just south of our land. They lived in Maddock while 
building the shop and rode bicycles back and forth to work. They 
could just as well have walked as cycling was slow traveling due io 
peor roads. After the townsite of Harlow was platted they moved the 
blacksmith shop to where Ruth Knutson’s caragana shrubs now grow. 
This was the first building in the new village. One of Mr. Jacobson’s 
main jobs was shoeing horses, as they were the main mode of power 
in those long ago days. He and his family lived in the back of the 
blacksmith shop for about three years, and then he built the house 
where the Melvin Olsons now reside. They lived here several years 
and then moved out, going into farming. They rented the Hermanson 
farm for two years while they were in Iowa, and then moved to where 
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their sons Orville and Victor now farm. Some years ago they bought 
the Dyrud farm just south of the Immanuel Church on No. 30 where 
they with their son, Julin, are living. They still are active members 
of our church and she of our Ladies Aid. This, then, is the story of 
one of Harlow’s first families and businesses. 


Main Street of Harlow in those first years consisted from south 
to north of— the bank; Harlow Hardware and Implement Store; 
Charley and Harry Huff’s Pool Hall with barber chair and lunch 
counter; Quale and Olson Grocery and General Merchandise Store; 
Hathaway Pool Hall; and the Post Office. From north to south, 
across the street was B. Olson’s Shoe Repair and Harness Shop; a tin 
warehouse; Archie McArthur’s Mercantile Store with a hall up- 
stairs; and a little green shack housing a Photograph Shop. 


The bank was built and opened in 1912. It was organized by an 
investment company known as the Ross- Davidson-Hegge Company, 
and Mr. O. I. Hegge of Minnewaukan was one of the officers. Mr. 
Hegge died in 1919 and the investment company was reorganized and 
renamed the Bankers Investment Company of Minneapolis. Mr. J. I. 
Hegge of Maddock then took his brother’s place as an officer. 


Mr. A. O. Molden was the first cashier and operated the bank 
until June 30, 1919, at which time he resigned and Mr. C. B. Arneson 
became cashier. He remained in that position until the merger of the 
Harlow State Bank and the Farmer’s State Bank of Maddock. The 
closing date was Sept. 8, 1923. 


An attempt was made to burglarize the bank one night the latter 
part of May, 1921. The outer doors of the safe were blown but the 
money chest within, which had a time lock, was not, so no money was 
obtained. There was some damage inside the building but this was 


all covered by insurance. 


The closing of the bank was a matter of economics. Farm income 
was down because of low grain prices, so deposits also were down and 
bank income was not sufficient to meet expenses. If the bank had 
continued to operate it would have resulted in a forced closing and a 
loss to depositors. It was, therefore, decided to merge the two institu- 
tions and transfer the deposits to the Maddock bank or pay deposi- 
tors in cash if they demanded it. (Information sent by Mrs. Crea 


Arneson) 

The bank at Maddock sent out a representative once a week to 
do business in Harlow. That service was discontinued later. While 
here A. O. Molden built the house now owned by Ed. Helgeson. C. B. 
Arneson built the present John Lysne house. Phillip Leppards now 


live in the old bank building. 


The Harlow Hardware and Implement Store, north of the bank, 
was built and operated by G. N. and C. A. Larson. They also operated 
a similar business in Minnewaukan and York, which were discontin- 
ued later. Business was good and windmills were erected all over the 
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| county. They also had an agency for the Overland Car. C. A. Larson 

built the house now occupied by Albert Kvens, and, G. N. Larson 

built the present A. E. Tufte house. They were built in 1913. The Lar- 

son brothers sold their hardware business later to Peter Lalum and 

i it became known as the Lalum Hardware Store. Albert Bratvold 

worked there for many years. A. E. Swan was Pontiac car salesman 
for them. When this hardware business was discontinued they went 
into business at Devils Lake. 


Later Albert Bratvold came back to operate the Hardware Store 
but he died shortly afterwards. His wife continued the business for 


several years. 

Harry and Charley Huff, who came from around Orrin, North 
Dakota, built a pool hall next to the hardware store. They also had 
a barber chair and lunch counter. A man by the name of Young op- 
erated the lunch counter. Charley Huff also built the house north 
of Ruth Knutson which has been torn down. After Huffs left Elmer 
‘Francisco operated it for a time. It then became a parts place for the 
Harlow Hardware and later the Lalum hardware stores. 

Abe Quale and John Olson, coming from Minnewaukan, built a 
General Grocery and General Mercantile Store north of Huff’s Pool 
Hall. 

John Olson built the first resident house in Harlow. It is now 
occupied by Ruth Knutson. Quale built the house where Elmer Tuftes 
now reside. 

3 In 1916, the John Olson family moved to Devils Lake where he 

worked for the Lake Grocery. In 1917 they moved to Stanley and 
from there in 1918 to Tioga where he owned and operated his own 
store. He passed away in October 1918 and his wife and children re- 
turned to live here for several years. Mrs. Olson passed away several 
years ago. Their son, Clifford and family live at Hensel, N. D. 


When Olson left, Quale continued with the store. He built an- 
other addition which was used for a hardware store. The original part 
was later torn down and only the grocery department continued to 
be operated. Quale also built the building on the original Post Office 

¢ site. This was used as a confectionery and barber shop. At the pre- 
sent time it is Frank’s Bar. Harry Piper, coming from Baker in 1919, 
operated this business, for some time. Quale was also an auctioneer. 

Barney Hathaway built a pool hall north of the Quale Store. 
Numerous others operated this place of business. This building was 
bought many years later by Herman Hermanson and moved to his 
farm for a repair shop. 

Gust Wicken, who with his family came from Maddock, where 
he was one of the post office personne] built the first post office in 
Harlow. He also had the first switchboard in town. 


The first restaurant was started by Mrs. Wicken in the post of- 
fice building. This building was later moved to its present site and 
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Bill Wraight is presently living there. 

After Gust Wicken quit as postmaster Charley Peterson had the 
post office at his home for a short time. It was then moved to the 
bank building and Harry E. Piper became postmaster. He also op- 
erated a barber shop and confectionery there. When Pipers left for 
Tacoma, Washington in 1943 Melvin Simonson of Fillmore became 
postmaster for a short time. Ruth Knutson then became postmistress 
and moved the post office to her residence, where it is presently lo- 
cated. 


On the east side of Main Street, from north to south, just north 
of the present Tinnie Britsch residence was a shoe repair and harness 
shop operated by B. Olson. 


There was a tin warehouse next, built by the Larson Brothers to 
house implements. 


Archie McArthur built a store building south of the warehouse 
with a restaurant and pool hall upstairs. This building was also used 
as a hall for community affairs. The restaurant was operated for a 
time by Minnie Watson. He also built a large square house on the 
hill where Mrs. Alma Romig now resides. This burned February 22, 
1944. 

Across from the bank was a little green shack used by Axel Hult- 
gren of Brinsmade as a photograph studio. 


The Bowman Cullen lumber yard was built by a man named 
Snyder who also operated it. It was located where Robert Wallers 
now live. The yard was closed in 1942 and was bought by Carl Brye 
in 1949 and moved to Maddock. Robert Waller was the last agent for 
the Bowman Cullen yard. The house they live in was the lumber yard 
office. Others who operated the lumber yard were: Jonas Ringenberg, 
Art Green, Hegland, Hjalmer Waller, C. N. Cook and Walter Waller. 


After Jacob Jacobson decided to begin farming Alfred Hof- 
strand took over the operation of the blacksmith shop. Later it was 
moved between the present pool hall and garage but further back off 
the street. When Alfred passed away Morris Jacobson took over. Mr. 
Jacobson operated it until he bought a farm east of Maddock in 1943. 
He moved the shop to his farm and also his house which had been 
built by the Soo Line as a section house. It was located west of where 
Ruth Knutson lives. The Farmers Union Cooperative residence is lo- 
cated there and is occupied by Magnus Lysnes. 


A livery barn built by Hathaway and Huff was in operation until 
automobiles came into use. This barn was located at the site of the 
Andrew Anas home. They rented teams and buggies. Later this build- 
ing was dismantled and another building erected for custom feed 
grinding. This building was located where the Anas garage now 
stands. C. L. Peterson and Sivert Volden operated this for a time. 


The first Dray Line was operated by Barney Hathaway followed 
by C. N. Cook, Sivert Volden, and John Swansby. Cook also did car- 
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penter work and at one time worked for the Bowman-Cullen lumber 
company. He built his home just south of the A. E. Tufte residence. 


This was later moved elsewhere. 


The present garage building, now the L. W. Britsch garage, was 
built by Casey Hofstrand who operated a car repair business. He also 
had a sub agency for the Maxwell cars from Al Link of Brinsmade. 
Others who operated the garage were Jack Mandy, Murphy Christen- 
son and Eddie Torgerson. Later Torgerson built his own garage 
across the street and sold Texaco products. 


Thomas (Tim) Thompson came from Baldwin, Wisconsin and 
worked as a farm hand for Ole Kvammen in 1912. He built the house 
that Helmer Helgeson lives in presently. He did considerable build- 
ing in and around Harlow. Later he went into the house moving busi- 
ness. He then bought Erik Andrews steam threshing rig; later selling 
it and buying the K. O. Knutson steam rig. Peter Lalum was his en- 
gineer before he entered the hardware business in Harlow. 


George Wray and Ole Kinneberg had a meat market where the 
gravel pit was located. The VFW Hall is now located there. Wray 
moved from the farm in 1918 and bought the Molden house. 

When Archie McArthur quit the store business Charley Garfield 
and Frank Peterson took over the business. Garfield later returned 
to his farm south of Harlow. Gust and Frank Peterson started build- 
ing hi-ways. Horses were used. C. L. sold the store to the Sons of 
Norway Lodge and built a store on the site where L. W. Britsch lives. 
He operated the store for many years then sold to Emil Bratvold in 
1928. This was named The Harlow Cash Store. Bratvold quit business 
in 1941. He dismantled the store building and moved to Hatton to 
start farming. 

Art Lundgren and a partner operated a cafe in the former shoe 
and harness shop building for a short time. Later he moved into the 
Quale building across the street where he operated a lunch counter 
and confectionery. He and his wife were musicians and played for 
various occasions. 

Mrs. Anna Engen and daughter Alma operated a cafe on the 
ground floor of the Hall and also lived there, after the Sons of Nor- 
way bought it. It seems there were plenty of eating places in Harlow 
during ihose early days. 

When Abe Quale passed away his wife continued operating the 
store until her death. Rose Thomas operated it after that for a short 
time, until John Ellingson took over. He later sold to Bernard Sve- 
bakken and moved to Viking, Minnesota. Ed Helgeson bought the 
store and is now the operator. 

Other houses in Harlow and former owners if any are: the An- 
drew Anas house built by her father, Charlie Peterson, and the Frank 
Piatz house built by Albert Bratvold, which stood where the VF W 
Hall is now located. Martin Peterson’s house where Albert Johnson 
now lives and Bachelor John Olson’s house where Arnold Lunde now 
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lives, were moved in from the Robert and Anthon Thompson farms, 
as they built new homes. Wm. Jarzina’s house where Raymond Buch- 
tas live, Was moved in from Comstock by Thomas (Tim) Thompson 
using steam power. Raymond Warners have remodeled Andrew 
Kaupang’s house. Melvin Anderson’s house was built by Christ Muri. 
The L. M. Britsch’s house was formerly owned by Emil Bratvold and 
Edwin Gustafson’s house was moved in from Stamner’s farm near 
Baker. 


Street lights were petitioned for in the Spring of 1931 and were 
installed later. 


Throughout the years Harlow has had few fires. The O and M 
and Pfau (Spaulding) elevators burned at the same time. There were 
two house fires. One, the John Swensby house and George Romig’s 
which burned in 1943. At one time there was a bucket brigade to 
fight fires. Now we are a member of the Maddock Rural Fire Depart- 
ment which we joined {in 1939. 


Politics also shared the limelight in and around Harlow in the 
early 1920's. The IVA’s held a political rally in the M. Albert grove 
south of Harlow at the time of the recall election of governor Frazier. 
Candidate R. A. Nestos spoke and they had a brass band. 


The Non-Partisan League also held political rallies in Harlow. 
Talking about politics we have a native son, Byron Knutson, who is 
at present a state representative from Benson County. He has served 
two terms to date. 


Among the first Butte Valley Baseball players we remember 
were Elmer Francisco Sr., August Peterson, Jen Aker, Fred Olson, 
Goldenhammer and Menton Gunnerud. 


The first Baseball team in Harlow was managed by Baldy Lewis 
for a year. Thereafter it was managed by G. N. Larson. Some of the 
players on this team were: Herman Romig, Casey Hofstrand, Carter, 
Yackel, C. A. Larson, Jack Rourke, Pat O’Connel, Oscar Anderson, 
Emery Lewis, Art Lundgren and others we cannot recall. All the 
surrounding towns had good teams and some games ended with a 
pitcher’s duel. The attendance at the games was good. Regular games 
were scheduled throughout the season. One game we do remember 
was the game between Harlow and Penn. This game was a dandy, 
score being 2-1 in favor of Harlow. 


The Soo Line played an important part in the History of Harlow. 
The first depot agent was Irving Carter, followed by: Yackel, Harold 
Pfeifer, Kessel Thomas, Emil Larson, Ben Townsend, Virgil Mercil, 
Darrell Zimmerman, and Byron Knutson, who is the present one. 


Mr. Marsaa was the first section boss, followed by Gust Carbolis, 
Andrew Anas, and when he was in the army, John Vuda and Anton 
Birch. Andrew was given his job back when he returned and he con- 
tinued until he retired in 1956. After him came Douglas Omdahl of 
Conway, N. D., and the present section boss is Arnold Noem. They 


10 


HISTORY OF HARLOW (Con'’t.) 


moved their house in from Silva and it is located where C. N. Cook’s 
house stood years ago before it was moved out. 


Mail was carried by the Soo Line until the present Star Route 
_ coming out of Leeds was authorized by the Postal Department in the 
fall of 1949. It takes in the towns of Harlow, Baker, and Fillmore. 
The first Star Route carrier was J. F. Henretta, followed by Lloyd 
Kirkeide, then, Bernt Axness and at the present time it is Erling Ax- 
ness. 
Oscar Stenson had the well dug in Harlow. Bill Wraight helped 
to drill] it. It is now owned by Andrew Anas. There used to be one 
where the VF W Hall is, too. 


ELEVATORS 


In the early days Harlow had three elevators. They were the 
Osborne-McMillan, the Spaulding, and the Woodworth elevators. 


The Osborne-McMillan elevator, now owned by the Farmers 
Union Co-op Elevator Company, is still at its original site. The first 
elevator burned but was rebuilt. Its first manager was a man named 
Matt Odegard. He was followed by Ingvold Iverson, Harold Haaland, 
Charles Shirley, E. M. (Eugene) Bothun from Crosby, Filert Her- 
manson, Lowell Conway, Oscar Palm, Tenny Syverson, and Robert 
Nelson. It was sold to the F. U. Co-op Elevator Company in 1949. 


The Spaulding Elevator was located south of the bank. It was 
first operated by Darwin Geary, followed by Charles Shirley, Johnson 
from Heimdal, and Nels Haaland. It was sold to Ed Pfau of Minne- 
waukan and later it burned. It was not rebuilt. 


The Woodworth Elevator’s first manager was Wilbur (Baldy) 
Lewis. He was followed by William Jarzina and Hjalmer Waller. It 
was sold to the Farmers Union Co-op Elevator Company in 1928. 


FARMERS UNION CO-OP ELEVATOR CO. 


With foresight into the future, the Farmers Union Co-op Eleva- 
tor Company of Harlow was incorporated May 1, 1928. 


3 The charter members were: H. G. Peterson, Anton Lalum, Lars 
Westad, S. P. Lalum, Mrs. Johanna Ronning, Olaf Lalum, K. O. 
Knutson, C. O. Lunde, Nels Gustafson, Ole Groff, Herman Herman- 
son, John Lysne, Gustav Lalum, Jens Hilsen, and Ed. Beisbarth. 

C. O. Lunde was elected their first president and Hermanson 
first secretary, which post he held for twenty-one years. 

Anton Lalum, Herman Hermanson, Lars Westad, George Romig, 
Anton Thompson, C. O. Lunde, and C. O. Helgeson served twelve or 
more years as directors. Anton Lalum was president for nineteen 
years and C. O. Helgeson was vice president most of his seventeen 
years on the board. 

C. O. Lunde and Ed. Beisbarth were instrumental in soliciting 
people io buy shares. 
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HISTORY OF HARLOW (Con’t.) 


The elevator company bought the old Woodworth structure and 
three years later (1931) built the present main house. The west annex 
was built in 1939. The company further increased storage by pur- 
chasing the Osborne-McMillan elevator in 1949. The east annex was 
built in 1959. The elevator company purchased the former A. O. Mol- 
den residence from Ed. Torgersons, then present owners, for a man- 
ager’s residence. In 1960, this was sold to Ed. Helgeson and a new 
residence was erected by John Fragodt, Contractor. 


From the beginning of operation in 1929 to the present time the 
following managers have been hired by the Board of Directors: H. S. 
Haaland, Sig Newgard, C. M. Abrahamson, A. B. (Brady) Hoganson, 
Tenny Syverson, and at present Magnus Lysne. 

The present Board of Directors are: Clarence Lunde, President; 
Norman Westrum, Vice Pres., Alvin Thompson, Sec.-Treas., Roald 
Lysne, Theodore Thompson, Albert Kven, and Lloyd Lalum. 


HARLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL NO. 5 


We have been told that the first school in Harlow was held in 
what is now the township hall. [t must have been in 1913-14 because 
the present school was built, as far as anyone can recall, in 1914. The 
first teacher in the new school was Elvenua Olson. She had thirty-four 
pupils according to the school register for 1914-15. Of those pupils 
Elna Knutson, Clara, Martha, Josephine and George Muri, Arnold 
and Clarence Lunde, and John and Raymond Buchta are still in Ben- 
son County. 

High school was started in Harlow in 1919, we believe. The 
teacher was Mrs. Julia Walker, and, she taught Arithmetic and His- 
tory in the eighth grade and two years of high school. 
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The following subjects were taught: U. S. History, General His- 
tory, English I, Physical Geography, High School Physiology, Eng- 
lish II, Sr. Grammar, Penmanship and Spelling, and English III. 

Her students were Lilly Hoff and Emma McArthur (8th. grade) 
and Lyle Cook, Mabel Hoff, Elna Knutson, Myrtle Peterson and Wal- 


ter Wicken, in high school. 


Wm. B. (Barney) Hathaway was appointed district clerk io 
serve until the organization of the school board on June 14, 1899. 


When they held the first election June 17, 1899, he was clected 
to the three year term as director. 

The school district was named Hathaway. Probably that first 
board consisting also of John Watson, Pres., and George Wray as 
directors; M. Albert as treasurer; and Andrew K. Olson as clerk got 
together and came up with the name Hathaway School District. This 
,is mere conjecture on Our part as it is not known at present how the 
district got its name. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


The following organizations saw their hey-day in the earlier days 
of Harlow History: 

Harlow had a Commercial Club back as far as 1916 as there is 
evidence of it. It may have existed before that time, too. We do not 
know anything further about it. 


Harlow Camp No. 4368, Modern Woodmen of America was or- 
ganized Aug. 2, 1920 by R. C. Bellew, State Deputy. 


The first officers were as follows: 

Council, H. J. Yackel; Advisor, John McArthur; Clerk, T. C. Gol- 
berg; Banker, C. B. Arneson; Escort, E. C. Wilson; Watchman, An- 
drew Anas; Sentry, Albert Kven; Trustees, Harry Piper, George 
Wray, Archie McArthur. 

They met on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month. 

At most they had about one hundred members. 

Annual picnics were held at Westad’s Grove and Fish Lake dur- 
ing the summer. A bowery was built by the Woodmen where dances 
were held. At one time a touring car was given away. The lucky 
ticket was held by Benus Kinneberg. In 1961 the thirteen remaining 
members transferred to Devils Lake. 


North Star Camp No. 8919 Royal Neighbors was organized at 
the Harlow Hall June 28, 1921. The Organizer was Louise M. Cohen. 


The first officers were as follows: 

President (Oracle) Lillian Arneson; Vice President (Vice Oracle) 
Esther Peterson; Secretary (Recorder) Mabel Cook. 

There were eleven charter members, of whom, Mrs. Andrew Anas 
and Mrs. Ella Westad are the only ones still living around here. 
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The most members they had were forty-two. They met twice a 
month, the first and third Tuesdays in the month. They later trans- 
ferred first to Esmond and then to Rugby. 


Tovsrud Lodge No. 209 was organized Jan. 26, 1921. The organi- 
zation meeting was called by A. E. Tufte and District Regent A. O. 
Kvaleheim. A. E. Tufte was the first president but we do not know 
the others. From a Farmers Press clipping for Dec. 28, 1923, we find 
the following officers: P.- A. E. Tufte; V. P.- John Swansby; Sec.- 
Harold Haaland; Treas.- Benus Kinneberg; D.- Oscar Alm; F. Sec.- 
John Ellingson; Reg.- John Nelson; Marshal- E. Engebretson; A. M. 
Miss Helgeson; I. V.- Joe Kirkeide; Y. V:- Elmer Tufte; Historian- 
A. E. Tufte. 


The charter members were: Olaf Antonson, Isaac Bahle, John 
Ellingson, Ole Ehrhardt, Jacob Erie, Ole J. Erie, Peter Erie, Theo- 
dore C. Golberg, Ole Groff, Harold S. Haaland, Albert Hove, Marius 
Jacobson, Andrew Kaupang, Levard Kinneberg, Ole Kinneberg, K. O. 
Knutson, Ole Kvammen, C. A. Larson, John Lysne, Martin Lysne, 


SONS OF NORWAY LODGE AT. HARLOW 

Standing- Elling Peterson, Christ Knutson, Haakon Lysne, Mar- 
tin Lysne, Mrs. M. Lysne, Albert Kven, Mrs. Abe Quale, Mr. Quale, 
Mrs. Elling Peterson, Mrs. Christ Knutson, Jens Hilson, Mrs. Jens 
Tovsrud, Erick Tovsrud, Knute Maristuen, Harold Haaland. 

Seated- Alfred Spidahl, Leonard Peterson, Peter Tovsrud, Ole 
Ronning, Peter Nelson, Eddie Torgerson, Jens Tovsrud, John Swans- 
by, Ole Ehrhardt, John Ellingson, Herman Hermanson, Alfred Helge- 


son. 


Knut Maristuen, Oscar Nelson, Gunnar Olstad, Abraham Quale, K. B. 
Sandven, John Swansby, Theodore Thompson, Tilman Thompson, Ed. 
Thorstenson, Eddie Torgerson, Jens R. Tovsrud, A. E. Tufte, Herman 
Vesleset, and Severt H. Volden. 

They bought, what we know as the Harlow Hall, from the Peter- 
son Bros. At least two 17th of May Celebrations have been held in 
Harlow. At one time they had 127 members. We have very little in- 
formation about the Lodge. It was dissolved in October 1950, 


HARLOW 22 CLUB 


The Harlow 22 Club was organized Nov. 15, 1926. Organizer is 
not known. It was started for benevolent purposes, that is, to help 


each other. 
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The Charter Members were: Peter Westad, John Ellingson, 
August J. Peterson, William Wraight, Peter Knutson, C. L. Peterson, 
Olaf Antonson, Melvin Peterson, H. W. Waller, L. A. Westad, Paul 
Doreau, Eddie Torgerson, Thomas Thompson, H. E. Piper, Hans Wes- 
tad, Car] Helgeson, Melvin Westad, Jens Ellingson, Andrew Anas, 
A. O. Bratvold, and George Romig. 

The first officers were: President, John Ellingson, Secretary, 
Jens Ellingson. The present officers are: President, Carl Helgeson; 
Secretary, Albert Lalum. 


HARLOW HOMEMAKERS 


The Harlow Homemakers Country Club was organized in the 
fall of 1928 at the Charles Shirley home in Harlow. The organizer was 
H. W. Herbison, County Agent of Benson County. 

The first officers were: President, Mrs. B. J. Duffey; Vice Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Charles Shirley; Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Ben Alveshere. 

The Charter Members were: Mrs. Andrew Pearson, Lilly Thomp- 
son, Mrs. Paul Williams, Stella and Beatrice; Mrs. B. J. Duffey, Mrs, 
Charles Shirley, Mrs. C. O. Lunde, Mrs. Ben Alveshere, Mrs, Joe 
Meyer, Mrs. Jacob Jacobson, Mrs. C. H. Cram and Mrs. John Sosalla. 

Those who joined later were: Alice Thompson (1929), Mrs. 
George Romig (1930), Mrs. Roy Lunde (1930) and Mrs. K. O. Knut- 
son (1930). 

Meetings were held once a month in the homes. They had dif- 
ferent projects throughout the year, such as, Cooking, Sewing, Can- 
ning ete. 

This organization was discontinued after several years. 

The Harlow Homemakers Town Club was organized in 1939 at 
the Emil Larson home with Miss Etna Fristad, Associate Extension 
Agent for Benson County as organizer, 

The first members who assisted in forming the club were: Mrs. 
Iemil Larson, Ruth Knutson, Mrs. Morris Jacobson, Mrs. Robert Wal- 
ler, Mrs. Brady Hogenson, Mrs. Orlin Hyatt, Mrs. Eddie Torgerson 
and Mrs. Andrew Anas. (If there were more, we have not left them 
out intentionally). 
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This Club has continued throughout the years, with new mem- 
bers being added as old members left or resigned. 

The records have been lost or misplaced so we do not have access 
to them and the first officers could not be recalled. 

The present officers are: President, Mrs. Bernie (Alice) Knutson; 
Vice President, Mrs. Roald (Doris) Lysne; Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. 
Albert (Minnie) Lalum. 
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ROBERT TOVSRUD VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 757 

A group of local veterans decided that it would be in the best 
interests of the community to have an organization which could hope- 
fully promote local community activities and at the same time be of 
service to the veterans and their families and thus a meeting was ar- 
ranged for at which Oscar Troyer of Rugby, North Dakota, a former 
Department VF W Commander, would attend and explain the aims of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. According to the 
minutes of that meeting Oscar Troyer called the meeting to order and 
presided over the election which followed his talk on the VFW. The 
meeting was held at the Old Sons of Norway Hall on June 21st, 1955. 
Elected as first officers were, Byron Knutson Commander, Leonard 
Johnson Senior Vice Commander, Vern Thompson Junior Vice Com- 
mander, Magnus M. Lysne Quartermaster, Melvin Westad Judge Ad- 
vocate, Basil Duffey Surgeon, Helmer Helgeson Chaplain, Harry Ja- 
ecobson Historian and Douglas Walters, Orville Jacobson and Gilman 


HARLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL (1914) 
(First pupils and teacher in new building) 


Left to right- Leonard Peterson, — Lunde, Otto Lunde, Gordon 
McArthur, —, —, Arthur Wicken, Oscar Knutson, Roy Lunde, Jose- 
phine Muri (front of her), Walter Wicken, Peter Knutson, Elna Knut- 
son, Lena Kinneberg, Lyle Cook, Emma Buchta, Elvena Olson, teach- 
er, Bertha Kinneberg, Alma Peterson, Mabel Cook, Irene Buchta, 
Anna Kinneberg, Ruth Knutson, Clara Muri, Clara Wicken, Emma 
McArthur, Olga Olson, — Lunde. Two small boys in front, Clifford 
Olson, — Buchta. 
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Gunderson Trustees for 1-2 and 3 years respectively. 

Installation of officers was by Oscar Troyer. The post is named 
in honor of a local young man who lost his life in World War 1. A 
Charter was received on the 26th day of July, 1955 and the following 


30 inembers listed as Charter Members. 


Pvt. Robert O. Tovsrud 
3131582 


Co. D, 135th. Machine Gun 
Battalion 
Inducted World War 1, May 28, 
1918. Killed in action Oct. 31, 
1918, in Belgium. 


Andrew Anas 
Sherman E. Allan 
Basil J. Duffey 
Gilmen J. Gunderson 
Fred P. Eberle 
Peter M. Hoffert 
Hjalmer Hermanson 
Melvin Ellingson 
Helmer Helgeson 
Harry A. Jacobson 
Norman L. Jacobson 
Maurice Jacobson 
Leonard G. Johnson 
Edward Johnson 
Byron P. Knutson 
Magnus M. Lysne 
Kenneth V. Lund 
Allan B. Nelson 
Frank M. Piatz 

Vern T. Thompson 
George B. Torgerson 
Roy L. Sogge 

George Walters 
Douglas D. Walters 
Melvin Westad 
Freeman V. Westrum 
Lawrence G. Warner 
Lyle C. Warner 
Wallace N. Williams 
Orville Jacobson 


The first major item of activity took place when the Commander 
appointed a committee on June 29, 1955 consisting of Magnus M. Lys- 
ne, Harry Jacobson and Freeman Westrum to meet with the County 
Commissioners inquiring as to the possibility of a memorial levy 
availability to construct a new VF W Community Hall. Harry Jacob- 
son, reporting for the Committee at the next meeting stated that a 
Memorial Levy would be available providing the amount would be 
matched locally. Thus the first efforts to obtain a building in mem- 
ory of the war dead were put forth by the post. National and Post 
Colors were purchased in the spring of 1956. The first real property 
was obtained on June 5th, 1956 when the Post purchased the Old Sons 
of Norway Hall from the Hathaway School District No. 22. Articles 
of incorporation where filed on August 3, of that same year. On Nov. 
8th the Commander appointed Orville Jacobson, Helmer Helgeson and 
Hjalmer Hermanson to serve on a building committee and this com- 
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mittee served throughout the entire construction period of the new 
hall. At a special meeting on Dec. 6th, 1956 the post voted to sell its 
present real properties to the County and the transaction was com- 

7d pleted July 6, 1957. Construction of the new VFW-Community Hall 
was started in the spring of 1957 and except for minor details was 
completed that fall. The construction of the New VFW-Community 
Memorial Hall was made possible by the County Memorial Levies, 
special promotion by the Post and to a large extent the very generous 
donation of labor by so many people of the Community. The post's 
largest membership to date was in 1960 when it totaled 99. The post 
has received a number of citations from the State and National of- 
ficers for participating in various activities and is exceptionally proud 
to have earned first, second and fourth places in the Department Com- 
munity Services Contests in 1957-58, 1959-60 and 1956-57 and also 
in 1957-58 placed ninth in National Competition. 


‘All officers except Douglas Walters who had moved away, were 
re-elected at the 1956 election. Irving C. Olson was elected to the 
three-year term as Trustee. Byron Knutson served as Commander 
until April of 1958 when he was succeeded by Magnus M. Lysne who 
served until March 1960. Irving Olson was then elected Commander 
and served until 1961 when Vern Thompson was elected and he served 
one year which takes us up to the present Commander who is Wal- 
lace Williams. 
Submitted by Byron Knutson 


VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS AUXILIARY 


The Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW Robert Tovsrud Post No. 757 
was organized May 21, 1956 at the VF W Hall with Department Presi- 
dent Elaine Zebula of Buchanan, N. D., being present. Instituting of- 
ficer Gayle Neilson of Jamestown organized and installed the of- 

_ ficers. 

The following were charter members and first officers: President, 
Ruth Knutson; Sr. Vice Pres., Hazelle Helgeson; Jr. Vice Pres., Hazel 
‘Williams; Sec., Rose Selensky; Treas., Ruth Lunde; Chaplain, Ruth 
Ellingson; Conductress, Joyce Zimmerman; Guard, Dagny Warner; 
Three year trustee, Agnes Tufte; Two year trustee, Eileen Gustafson, 
One year trustee, Junice Lysne. 

Other charter members were: Barbara Piatz, Elizabeth Warner, 
Eileen Westrum, and Caroline Hoffert. 

Other members who have joined later are: Evelyn Morkert, Phy]l- 
lis Hermanson, Isabell Olson, Pernella Johnson, Mrs. Lars Togstad, 
and Mrs. Lena Ganje. 

‘Their main project is the upkeep of the VFW Hall. 

Mrs. Lars Togstad is a Gold Star Mother of the Auxiliary. 

The following have served as presidents of the Auxiliary: Ruth 

_ Knutson, Hazelle Helgeson, Doris Lysne, and Isabell Olson (present 
one). 
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FISH LAKE WILDLIFE CLUB 


A group of 15 men interested in Wildlife activities met at the old 
Sons of Norway Hall on the evening of June 19, 1956 for the purpose 
of discussing the possibilities of organizing a local Wildlife Club. Con- 
rad Mattson of Pleasant Lake, who at the time was serving as a Di- 
rector of the State Wildlife Federation, was in attendance. Byron 
Knutson called the meeting to order and served as temporary Chair- 
man and later was elected president in an election held as directed 
by motion of Lawrence Duffy that the group organize and hold an 
election of officers. Others elected were Arnold Lunde Vice President 
and Darrel Zimmerman Sec-Treas. 


Upon approval of motion of Charles Ehnert a Board of Directors 
consisting of five members were elected. Charley Thompson for one 
year, Palmer Johnson and Elmer Tufte for two years and Victor Ja- 
cobson and Roy Meyers for three years. Charley Thompson Jater re- 
signed and the late Melvin Westad was elected to finish out his term. 
The Board of Directors served as the committee on Constitution and 
By Laws and same were adopted at the next meeting which was held 
on July 9th. By passage of motion by Arnold Lunde the club was 
named “The Fish Lake Wildlife Club.’’ Due to a lack of recreational 
areas the club immediately went to work with the goal of developing 
Fish Lake, with the hope that at some later point the water level 
could be raised so that fish might survive, and as well possibly pro- 
vide additional outdoor recreational opportunities. With this in mind 
the club began working towards the development of the Jake, gaining 
assistance from the State Game & Fish Department. In the late fall 
of 1956 the SCS of Leeds surveyed the Lake area to determine the 
extent to which the Lake would spread if raised water level was per- 
mitted to raise by 3 feet. Right of Way Easements were obtained 
from Carl, Hjalmer and Eilert Hermanson, Orville Jacobson, Ida Wil- 
liams, the late Hans, and Ella Westad, Art Djoseland and Ear] K. 
Smith; in 1957. 

A committee consisting of Willard Westad, Orville Jacobson and 
Albert Lalum, (Elmer Tufte substituting for Albert Lalum) met with 
the County Commissioners. The minutes of the County Commissioners 
do not show the above, however the record of proceedings for May 
12, 1958 shows that Bill McClellan of the Fish & Game Department, 
Albert’ Lalum, Leonard Melaas and Willar:! Westad conferred with 
the Commissioners on that date in regards to the road to be built by 
the County and Albert Township. The road was to extend across the 
south end of the Lake and it was agreed to raise the outlet of the 
Lake by 3 feet. In the fall of 1953 the members donated work and 
equipment to fulfill the clubs part of the project by rip-rapping the 
grade on the south end of the Lake. Spring run-off and summer 
rains have been light since then and the benefits of the efforts are 
not yet known. The club purchased a Bell & Howell 16mm projector 
‘and on two occasions has donated towards chairs and tables for the 
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Hall. The first large public activity of the club was the serving of 
an Elk supper in Dec. of 1957. This since has been an annual ac- 
tivity. National Wildlife Week has been observed each year by spon- 
sorship of Essay or Poster contests in the Elementary School from 
which the membership comes. Palmer Johnson succeeded Byron Knut- 
son as President in June of 1959 and he served until June of 1961 
when Elmer Tufte was elected. The all time high membership was 
reached in 1959 when the club had 100 members. 


ALBERT-BUTTE VALLEY FARMERS UNION 


Specific records are not available for date of organization, how- 
ever every indication is that the late Charley Talbott and M. W. 
Thatcher led organizational activities in Butte Valley in 1926, as they 
did in several areas of the County. Albert Township was the first 
local in the County. Martin O. Bratvold and Olaf Lalum were the 
first and second members of the county. Considerable amount of re- 
cords at the state office were damaged by flood a number of years 
back and thus the officers and charter members are not known. The 
earliest records available show that by 1939 Butte Valley and Albert 
Locals had joined together. Officers at that time were H. G. Peterson 
President and Mabel Jo Westrum Sec-Treas. 

The records of 1940 show that the Local had 47 dues paying 
members and 37 Honorary members. By 1941 it had risen to 65 dues 
paying and 53 Honorary members. On April 20, 1942 Glenn J. Talbott 
and the late R. C. Joyce, President and Secretary of the Farmers 
Educational and Co-operative Union of America, North Dakota Di- 
vision, issued a Charter listing 153 members, and the Local <here- 
after was identified as the Albert-Butte Valley Union Local No. 76. 

A typical meeting then, as now, had group singing, reading of 
the message to the local, business such as reports from, or election of, 
delegates to various Farmers Union activities, and a definite purpose 
by discussing farm issues and then taking some type of action, speak- 
ers such as Martin Byrne who worked as field man for the Union and 
program numbers of both entertainment and educational nature by 
Juniors and Reserves. County Judge Bert M. Salisbury who served 
as County Sec- Treas. from 1926 through 1946 was a familiar figure 
at many of the meetings. Meetings were always followed by lunch 
and usually folk games. 

From this point of 1942 through 1945 there are no records. In 
1946 the annual meeting was held in Harlow, and again in 1947. At 
a meeting held in Albert Town Hall on Nov. 29, 1955 members dis- 
cussed. the possibility of dividing the Local into Albert and Butte 
Valley, and at the April 11, 1956 meeting it was moved for this to be 
done and the Chairman Willard Westad was instructed to name a 
committee to look after the details involved. To this Committee he 
appointed Freeman Westrum, Clarence Williams, Magnus Lysne and 
Albert Kven. The Butte Valley Local met on Oct. 19, 1956 and elected 
Clarence Lunde as president and Hjalmer Hermanson Sec-Treas. In 
the early spring of 1957 a special meeting was arranged for by Mag- 
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nus Lysne and Byron Knutson in the Harlow School with special 
emphasis placed on organizing the Junior and Reserve Program, On 
April 23, 1958 Glenn Talbott and Howard E. Cunningham of the 
State Union issued a Charter containing names of 90 members and 
designating the Local as the Butte Valley Local No. 1666. Present 
officers are Hjalmer Hermanson, President; Roald Lysne, Vice Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Lawrence Warner Sec-Treas. 


By Byron Knutson 


OLDER RESIDENTS 


Older residents of Harlow, not listed in the Butte Valley history 
and date, if known, of arrival: Jacob Jacobson (1912), Andrew Anas, 
Robert Waller (1930) and A. E, Tufte (1946). Mr. Tufte was a home- 
steader in Twin Lake Township. 


HARLOW “FIRSTS” 


The first car, a Mitchell, was owned by Archie McArthur. 

The first steam threshing rig is believed to have been owned by 
James Michels. 

The first gas tractor, a Big Four, was owned by Archie McArthur. 
This was used for plowing. 

The first Titan gas threshing rig was owned by Nels Gustafson. 

The first radio set was owned by C. B. Arneson, banker. 


The first combine was owned by Herman Hermanson. 
The first TV set was owned by Elmer Tufte. 


FINIS 


Fifty years have passed since the founding of Harlow in 1912. 
Albeit the village is still thriving regardless of the inroads made on 
the progress of the small towns by the trends of modern transporta- 
tion and trading. Things change with the progressive movements in- 
stituted by modern inventions of machines and laws. It is an easy 
matter to look backward and see how matters stood during the past 
years. However, to try to look through the mists separating us from 
the future, is practically useless. 

While the material matters of the surrounding cares of life gen- 
erally dictate our future actions it is well to remember the spiritual 
mandates regarding our present. 

This premise seems to be the sealed book of the future of Harlow. 
Human actions, while unpredictable, can in the instance of the future 
of Harlow, be judged to be such that the community will continue to 
thrive ruled by the uplifting moral standards which is an inherent 
characteristic of its people. (Contributed by Warren Cohenour) 


Albert Township Homesteaders 


Peter Anderson came to Albert Township in 1885 and filed on 
land. He, with his brother Hans, were the first two settlers in Albert 


Township. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ole E. Alm came from Norway and settled in Al- 
bert Township in 1886. Mr. Alm was born in 1850 and Mrs. Alm in 
1852. They came first to Rothsay, Minnesota and later by ox team to 
their homestead ten miles north and two miles east of Maddock, 


Anna Engen (Anna Kirkeby) was born in Skedsmi, Sogn, Nor- 
way November 21, 1875 and came to the United States at the age of 
four years. She came to Benson County at the age of thirteen. She 
was a life long member of the Albert Immanuel Lutheran Church. 


Anton Ellingson was born at Lanesboro, Minnesota May 20, 1864. 
He homesteaded in Albert Township where he resided until his death. 


’ Engebret Fossum was born at Berum, Norway May 5, 1856. He 
worked in Oslo, Norway for eleven years as a machinist in a paper 
mill. In 1884 he emigrated to the United States arriving at Rothsay, 
Minnesota. In the autumn of 1889 he came to Benson County and 
settled on a farm in Albert Township. He retired to Maddock in 1920. 
He died at the age of ninety. 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Jacobson came to Benson County in 1887 
and took up a homestead in Albert Township. They were Charter 
members of the Immanuel Congregation and Mrs. Jacobson was ihe 
first president. They retired from the farm and moved to Maddock in 
1920. Mr. Jacobson passed away in 1934 and Mrs. Jacobson in 1944 
at the age of 92. 


Peder O. Lalum was born in Stange, Telemarken, Norway March 
14, 1855. Mr. and Mrs. Lalum came to Rothsay, Minnesota in 1882 
with two small children. In June they came with a group of settlers 
to Albert Township and filed on land. They were Charter Members 
of the Immanuel Congregation which was organized June 20, 1887. 
Two years later the Ladies Aid Society was organized at the home 
of Mrs. Peder Lalum. Mr. Lalum died in 1918 and Mrs. Lalum in 1939. 


Engebret Olson was born in Sigdahl, Norway October 27, 1861. 
Coming to America at the age of 19 years he homesteaded in Albert 
Township where he lived until his death July 31, 1945. 

Anders Westad and wife came in 1886 to Albert Township along 
with the Ole Alms, Peder Lalums, Mickel Ness, an Anderson family, 
Theodore Nottestad and Edward Dyrud. 


Other settlers who homesteaded in Albert Township were: Ed. 
and Ben Feeder, John Anderson, Kittle Lien, Anton and Olaus Kirke- 
by, Anders Torgenrud, Clara St. Clare, Jens Jenson, Jim Michaels, 
Julius and Gust Dunham, James Kirkeby, Andrew Omdal, Anton 
Engen, A. Kindlien, Ben Wattum and Frederick Ellingson. Also An- 
ders Lalum who came with Peder O. Lalum. 


Olaf Lalum 
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Beaver Township 


The first settlers in Beaver Township were Olof Pierson, James 
and Art Hendrie. Mr. Pierson squatted on land in the spring of 1889, 
as it was not yet surveyed. Shortly afterwards, James and Art. Hend- 
rie settled here, at the foot of the Buttes. The land in Beaver was 
surveyed during the summer of 1889, the surveyors camping on the 
Dokken land (Ness now) and the Hendrie land, where there were 
natural springs. 


Olof Pierson was -born in Sweden on Apr! 19, 1868. He came to 
America with the family in 1883, staying at Jamestown, North Da- 
kota, the first year, then drove out to Minnewaukan in a covered 
sleigh, drawn by a team of mules. When the family lived at Minne- 
waukan, Mr. Pierson and his father picked buffalo bones on these 
prairies, their trips taking them up to Yard Lake and the Buttes. 
This project netted them five ‘'to’six dollars a ton. In the spring of 
1889, the Pierson family settled in Beaver Township, where he farmed 
extensively until his death in August, 1948. Other interests besides 
his farming were Hereford cattle and Percheron horses, at one time 
he was the sixth largest Percheron breeder in the United States. 


James Hendrie was born August 11, 1857, in Quebec, Canada. 
He spent his boyhood days there, coming to the States in 1889, in 
company with four brothers. In 1891 he went to Towner and was 
employed in the ranching business for some years. He later returned 
to his homestead where he continued farming. He was active in com- 
munity affairs, serving on the ‘own Board for 21 years as Clerk and 
on the School Board for 40 years. He died July 3, 1940. 


Art Hendrie was born March 17, 1863, in Quebec, Canada. He 
farmed in Beaver until .1937, when he and his wife moved to Leeds. 
He died at the age of 95. 


Iver Strand, born in Hallingdal, Norway, August 11, 1845, immi- 
grated to the United States in 1866. With his family he came to 
Beaver from Benson, Minnesota, in 1895. His son, Henry, also home- 
steaded on land in Beaver, which is now occupied by his son, Galen. 


Anthon Thompson, December 2,.1872-June 8, 1951, was born at 
Benson, Minnesota. In July, 1896, he left there in a covered wagon 
seeking land at Emerado, North Dakota and on the Red Lake reser- 
vation in Minnesota. Not meeting with any success there he decided to 
come to Leeds induced by friends. He filed on his homestead in Beaver 
on the eleventh of July, 1896. This farm is occupied by a son, Alvin. 

Tosten Berven and Lars Sandven came out here together from 
Abercrombie, North Dakota, in the spring of 1897, filing on land 
closely connected. They lived together in a frame house built across 
the dividing line of their land until Mr. Berven’s marriage in 1902. 
‘When they dissolved their partnership, they divided their property 
which included*the house.”"This was sawed in half, cross-wise, each 
one moving his part to farms now occupied by sons, Harold Berven 


and K. B. Sandven. ee 
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Robert Thompson came to Beaver in the spring of 1897. He was 
born April 24, 1874, at Benson, Minnesota, leaving there in 1896, for 
Mekinock, North Dakota, where he stayed a year. He started the 
journey to Leeds on a bicycle but because of a great deal of rain, had 
to take the train from Lakota. The Robert Thompson family lived 
with Anthon in his sod home for about three years. When Robert 
built a frame house on his homestead, Anthon lived with them until 
his marriage. Robert now makes his home in York. 


Moures Thompson, born September 1, 1876, came out here from 
Benson, Minnesota in January, 1900, filing on his homestead at that 
time. He shared pioneer experiences with his brothers, Anthon and 
Robert. His first crop in 1901, was fifteen acres of flax. His equip- 
ment, shipped from Benson, included a wagon, four horses, harness 
and a dog. His son, Marvin, now farms in Beaver and Mr. and Mrs. 


Moures Thompson live at York. 


L. L. Elstad, born May 8, 1860 - September 19, 1932, at Lanes- 
boro, Minnesota. He lived at Presho, South Dakota for some years 
before coming to Beaver in June, 1900. He served on the Township 
Board for 28 years and the School Board for 20 years. His farm is 
occupied by a son, Ludvig, and a daughter, Clara Olson. 


Ole Erie, born in Sagn, Norway, May 21, 1872, immigrated from 
Norway in 1901, farming at Leroy, Minnesota, for three years. In 
1904, he and his family came to Beaver Township and filed on land 
now farmed by a son, Oscar. He died in April, 1953. 


Amund Tolo, born January 15, 1882, immigrated from Norway in 
1902. He worked near Benson, Minnesota, before coming to Beaver 
in 1904. He lives on the farm with his son, Leif, and daughter, Gladys. 


Gunder Lunell was born in Sweden in 1884. He came to Beaver in 
1901. 


Andy Buchta, 1869-1945, was born in Czeckoslovakia. He came to 
Leeds in 1901, and moved to Beaver in the year of 1905. He was one 
of the carpenters working on the Leeds Public School in 1901. 


E. O. Dokken was born in Norway and immigrated to this country 
in the year, 1881. He came directly to Grand Forks, where he worked 
on a farm for several years. He then learned the carpenter trade. He 
came to our community in 1899, filing on a homestead in Beaver 


Township. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Anderson were both born in Vestergotland, 
Sweden. Mr. Anderson came to the United States in 1886 and Mrs. 
Anderson in 1892. They were married in Moorhead, Minnesota, April 
27, 1892. Mr. Anderson was N. P. section foreman, helping to build 
the railroad into Leeds while homesteading on his farm two and a 
half miles southeast of Leeds. In 1901 he retired from the railroad 
and moved to his homestead and lived there until his death in 1937. 


Mrs. Ralph Pierson 
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Anthon Thompson Moures Thompson 


Sandven and Thompson Bros. purchased a new Rumley steam 
threshing outfit the year Harlow was established, for $3,000.00. They 
named their company The Big. 4. 


nz 
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James Hendrie’s family, taken by their sod house. 


BUTTE VALLEY BASEBALL TEAM 
Back row- unknown, Elmer Fancisco, Sr., unknown, August 
Peterson (called Gust, the Kid), unknown, Jens Aker, Fred Olson. 


Front row- first three unknown, Menton Gunnerud. 


History of Butte Valley Township 


It has been said that the land west from Brinsmade was con- 
sidered a “dry area,’”’ so for a time no one cared to venture this way. 
When someone did dare, and found that the soil was good, it wasn’t 
long before others also came. It appears that the homesteaders start- 
ed coming in 1894 and ended by 1906 or soon after because all the 
land was taken. There were over 150 homesteaders in ihe township. 
A great many of whose names are unfamiliar to us. Some probably 
“proved up,” sold out and left, and othcrs did not stay long enough 
to do “ven ihat. 


We do not know who the first settler or settlers were in Butte Val- 
ley township, but does it really matter? What really matters is— 
that these pioneers of long ago did homestead the land, established 
homes, reared families, built schools and churches and other institu- 
tions so necessary to our society. 


Too often we fail to properly express Our appreciation for what 
they have done. Their ranks have thinned out until only a very few 
remain. It is only proper that we should try to relate something about 
their lives. We have therefore compiled a short history of the home- 
steaders we were able to get any information about. They are as fol- 
lows: 


Rev. M. Albert, pioneer pastor of this country and a territorial 
missionary, was born Oct. 2, 1861, at Wurzburg, Bavaria, Germany. 
He was of noble family and bore the rank of count. The Albert family 
traced their line back over 400 years to the time of Maximillian. 


A member of the German 
nobility, Rev. Albert left his 
native Bavaria in 1877 and 
came to America. He studied 
for the ministry at Wheaton 
Seminary in I}linois. He was or- 
dained in the ministry in 1887 
in Dakota territory and served 
the mission field for several 
years, 


He came to Minnewaukan in 
1894 where a struggling Pres- 
byterian congregation wel- 
comed him as its eleventh pas- 
Rey. M. Albert, pioneer Pres- tor in as many years. Rev, Al- 
byterian pastor. . bert doubled the size of the 
congregation in a month. 


Pn 


He organized Presbyterian churches at Leeds, Brinsmade, and 
Harlow and was one of the first ministers to serve at these points. He 
was instrumental in organizing the Benson County Sunday School 
Association. 
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He took a homestead in the Harlow community in 1895 and made 
his home there until his death, serving his various churches. Many 
trips were made on foot and early day residents recall his frequent 
Sunday trip of ten miles to the Montague school house to preach, 
another ten mile walk to Brinsmade for services and then home 
again. He also held services at Fish Lake. 


He was first treasurer of Hathaway School District and first 
clerk of the township board. 


When I came to Harlow to teach in 1940, I remember seeing him 
come to town in his Model T Ford to get his mail. Our school picnics, 
at that time were held in “Preacher Albert’s grove” as it was called. 
It no doubt had been used similarly for many years. 


Rev. Albert took his place in the Harlow community affairs 
whether it be as preacher, counselor, in township and school affairs 
or wherever his talents were needed. In later years he had retired 
from the ministry but was still a power for good in public affairs. We 
feel he should have special recognition in our history. 


He passed away Dec. 14, 1942, at Devils Lake where he had lived 
for several years. 


Car] O. Lunde was born in Kristiansand, Norway, July 6, 1874. 
At the age of 14 he immigrated to America and came to Churchs 
Ferry, where he worked for his uncle on farm for several years. In 
1897 he filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township. On July 30, 
1902, he was united in marriage to Anna Flaagan at Tolna, N. Dak. 
He served as director on the Harlow School board, the Harlow Far- 
mers Union Co-op Elevator board, and the REA board. Upon retir- 
ing from the farm in 1945, he and his wife took up residence in Brins- 
made te passed aaa Reh 16. 1858 Wis wafe st) aaniis.cs In dae 
there. 


Olai Ronning was born in Christiana (Oslo), Norway, Jan. 12, 
1873. He came to the United States in 1883, growing to manhood on 
his parents’ homestead in what is now Pelican township, Ramsey 
County, west of Devils Lake. He filed on a homestead in Butte Valley 
township just northwest of Harlow in 1896. He built a sod house in 
the northeast corner of the present farm yard. Later, he built a Jum- 
ber shack on the hill north of our place which blew down in a wind 
storm. In the fall of 1902, he bought L. L. Ulvestad’s homestead and 
built his home where Mrs. Alma Romig now lives. In June, 1904, he 
was united in marriage to Johanna Jensen, After their house 
burned in 1910, they moved to a farm east of Brinsmade which ihey 
had bought. Mr. Ronning sold the right of way to the Soo Line 
Railroad Mar. 9, 1911. He passed away Mar. 29, 1912. Mrs. Ronning 
sold the rest of ‘“‘Ulvestad’s homestead” to the Tri State Land Com- 
pany on May 10, 1912. This was what became the townsite of Har- 
low. She, with her family of four children, came back to the original 
homestead in 1915 and built a home where she resided until her death 


July 5, 1945. 
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Knute (K. O.) Knutson, born in Hornindal, Norway, Jan. 23, 
1875, came to the United States in 1893, to an uncle near Churchs 
Ferry. In 1896 he filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township. He 
was united in marriage Dec. 4, 1902, to Ida Peterson, daughter of 
Martin Peterson, homesteader in Normania township. In 1918, he and 
his family moved to the home just east of Harlow where he farmed 
until his retirement in 1944. He was also in the threshing business for 
over thirty-five years. In 1945 he and his wife moved to Devils Lake 
where he lived until he passed away Nov. 5, 1948. Mrs. Ixnutson con- 
tinued to live there until she passed away Jan. 14, 1955. 


Ole S. Kvammen was born Jan. 28, 1868; Christine July 4, 1870; 
and Ole April 25, 1874, in Hol Hallingdal, Norway. They, with their 
mother and another sister, immigrated to the United States in 1881. 
They first lived at Montevideo, Minnesota, a short time; then in the 
Reynolds, N. D. vicinity; and later in Norway township, Ramsey Co., 
west of Devils Lake. In 1896, Ole S., Christine, and Ole homesteaded 
in Butte Valley township. Their mother moved here in 189% from her 
homestead in Ramsey County. It was at her home north Of Harlow 
that the Harlow Lutheran Ladies Aid was organized on June 6, 1903, 
Ole S. met with an accident when he was 21 years of age, blinding 
him for life. He passed away July 21, 1941. Ole, the other brother, 
retired from farming in 1942, and he and his sister, Christine, moved 
to Harlow; then in 1949 they moved to Leeds. He passed away Jan. 
21, 1958. Christine was the first president of the Harlow Lutheran 
Ladies Aid, from 1908 to 1915. They were all charter members of Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church, “Christie” is at present a patient at the 
Good Samaritan Hospital, Rugby, N. D., where she has been for some 


time. 


Jonn Swanspy, burn Mar. 3, 1sV2, at 2Aarm.m, Urwin, iri 
grated to the United States in 1893, coming to Churchs Ferry. fe filed 
on a homestead in Butte Valley township in 1897. Later, he went io 
Alaska as a Klondike gold prospector. While there he met with an 
accident that left him crippled for life. After a few years he returned 
here and continued to be a resident of Harlow and vicinity, except 
for the last four years of his life which he spent as a patient in the 
General Hospital at Devils Lake. He passed away in 1940. His brother, 
Hans, Puyallup, Wash., who passed away some years later, was also 
a homesteader in Butte Valley township. 

Syver S. Medhus was born in Hol Hallingdal, Norway, July 2, 
1870. He came to the United States in 1893, residing at Reynolds, 
N. Dak., for three years. Coming to Leeds in 1896, he filed on a 
homestead in Butte Valley township. Five years later he settled on 
his father’s farm north of Leeds. On August 24, 1903, he was united 
in marriage to Inger J. Tugen at Leeds. He passed away Dec. 1, 1943. 

Ole Tollefson was born at Hallingdal, Norway in 1867. After 
coming to the United States he worked on farms, then returned io 
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Norway for a year. Coming again to the United States, he filed on a 
homestead in Butte Valley township in 1894. On Nov. 4, 1910, he was 
united in marriage to Violet Clausen at Devils Lake. He passed away 
April 28, 1950. His widow is living in California. 


Herman Vesleset was born at Hallingdal, Norway, April 3, 1861. 
He came to the United States in 1896, and in 1903 he filed on a home- 
stead in Butte Valley township. His nephew, Torkel, now resides there. 
He was married in Norway and has a son, Nick, who resides in Wash- 
ington state. Vesleset passed away July 24, 1951. 


Andrew Pearson was born in Reslov, Sweden, May 29, 1876. He 
came to Benson County in 1897, working in Minnewaukan for three 
years. He was a painter by trade. In 1902 he homesteaded in Butte 
Valley township and on Jan. 31, 1903, was united in marriage to 
Cecilia Hofstrand. He retired from farming in 1938, due to ill health, 
and moved with his family to Brinsmade. Here he resided until his 
death Feb. 14, 1943. 


Joseph Meyer was born at Riversdale, Ontario, Canada, July 21, 
1877. He came to North Dakota in 1898, homesteading in Butte Val- 
ley township in 1905. On Nov. 16, 1910, he was united in marriage to 
Elizabeth Sherry at Tabor, Minn. In the fall of 1955, he retired from 
farming, and he and his wife moved to Maddock. He passed away 
Sept. 23, 1957. His wife still continues to live there. 


Ole Groff was born in Gol Hallingdal, Norway, Sept. 4, 1871. In 
the spring of 1898 he immigrated to the United States, coming to 
Grand Forks to a cousin living there. After working for two years 
in Ramsey County, he filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township 
in 1900. He was a charter member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
and served as secretary from 1903 to 1907 and from 1918 to the time 
of his death. On Oct. 27, 1908, he was united in marriage to Ingeborg 
Hagen also from Hallingdal. He was engaged in farming from the 
time he homesteaded until his death on July 20, 1944. Mrs. Groff is 
at present making her home in Bellingham, Washington, 


Kittel Groff was born in Gol Hallingdal, Norway, April 22, 1874. 
He came to Grand Forks, N. D., upon immigrating to the United 
States from Norway in 1896. In 1906 he homesteaded in Butte Valley 
township north of Harlow. He returned to Norway in 1908, and was 
united in marriage to Birgit Torjusdatter Sire. He came back to North 
Dakota in 1910, staying three years and then returning to Norway. 
He rented his farm to Nels Hermanson and later to his brother, Ole. 
On May 9, 1929, he returned to his farm with his family. He passed 
away in July of 1932. His wife, Birgit, and son, Ole, are still living on 
the homestead. 


Knut Myking was born at Hallingdal, Norway, where he grew 
to manhood. He was united in marriage to Guri Jeglum, also of Hal- 
lingdal, June 15, 1878. They, with their six children immigrated to 
the United States in the spring of 1894. In 1895, they homesteaded 
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in Butte Valley township north of Harlow. It was at their farm home 
where -“Vor Frelsers Norsk Evangelical Lutherske Menighed"’ (Our 
Savior’s Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Congregation) was organ- 
ized June 3, 1900. Mr. Myking continued to farm until the spring of 
1923. He passed away on Mar. 20, of that year. Mrs. Myking preceded 
him in death Feb. 4, 1918. 


Ole K. Helgeson was born June 6, 1867, at Sigdahl, Norway. He 
came with his parents to the United States in 1869. They settled in 
Olmstead County, Minnesota. Later he came to Traill County, North 
Dakota, where he was united in marriage to Ingeborg Flatin, Oct. 28, 
1895. In the spring of 1896 he homesteaded in Butte Valley township 
where he lived until he passed away July 4, 1935. Mrs. Helgeson con- 
tinued to live on the homestead until she passed away Feb. 3, 1945. 


Jens Tovsrud was born in Sygdal, Norway, Jan. 5, 1873. He came 
to the United States when he was 18 to an uncle at Portland, N. D. 
He was united in marriage to Anne Enderud at Portland, Jan. 29, 
1893. They lived there until 1896 when they came to Benson County, 
filing on a homestead in Butte Valley township. He farmed in the 
Harlow community most of his life, having moved to Harlow in later 
years, One son, Robert, was killed in World War I, and is buried 
somewhere in France. He passed away Nov. 12, 1948. His wife pre- 
ceded him in death April 18, 1942. 


Charles Ludvig (C. L.) Peterson was born in Somoland, Sweden, 
Feb. 12, 1868. He came with his parents to the United States in 1870. 
The family settled near Benson, Minnesota where he grew to man- 
hood. He was united in marriage to Johanna Louisa Holt on Feb. 20, 
1892. The same year they moved ta Cooperstown, N. D., staying there 
two years. They then moved with horses and wagons to Butte Valley 
township where he filed on a homestead in 1894, near Fish Lake. 
Besides being a farmer, he was a threshing machine operator and 
did custom feed grinding. He also established a store and post office 
at his farm. In 1914 he and his family moved to Harlow where he 
operated a store until moving to Rochester, Washington, some twelve 
years later. He passed away Dec. 2, 1943. His wife preceded him in 
death in 1910. He always referred to his homestead days as being 
the best time of his life. 


George Wray was born in Malta, England, Feb. 1, 1851. He came 
to the United States in 1888 but returned to England after three 
years, staying there two years before coming back to the United 
States with his wife. He had been united in marriage to Mary Eliza- 
beth Holland of White Chapel, England, May 30, 1875. He home- 
steaded in Butte Valley township in 1896, where he farmed until he 
retired in 1918. He and his wife then moved to Harlow where he 
bought Banker A. O. Molden’s house. He passed away Nov. 28, 1942, 
at the age of 91 years. His wife had preceded him in death in August 
1920. 
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Ole Ehrhardt was born April 21, 1875, in Fillmore County, Min- 
nesota. His father died when he was eight years and as a young man 
he came by covered wagon with his mother and grandfather to Penn, 
N. D. He homesteaded in Butte Valley township in 1902, where he 
farmed until he retired in 1927 and moved to Harlow where he 
bought the C. A. Larson house. He was united in marriage to Mary 
Hagen of Devils Lake Nov. 13, 1942. They moved to Devils Lake in 
1949, where he resided until his death June 6, 1958. His widow re- 
married and is living in Elmhurst, Illinois. 


Ole Helling was born in Norway and came to the United States 
as a young man. On June 16, 1885, he was united in marriage to Kari 
Amble of Vermont, Wisconsin. In March of 1899, they came to North 
Dakota and homesteaded in Butte Valley township north-west of 
Harlow. They lived there until the fall of 1907, and after visiting 
friends and relatives in Wisconsin came back to North Dakota to 
make their home in Williston. Here Mr. Helling passed away in Feb- 
ruary of 1922. They were both charter members of Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, and she a charter member of the Harlow Lutheran 
Ladies Aid. 


Christian J. Muri was born at Olden, Nordfjord, Norway, Aug. 
19, 1872. Coming to the United States as a young man, he was cm- 
ployed at Billings, Montana, and Churchs Ferry a few years before 
filing on a homestead in Butte Valley township in 1896. He was united 
in marriage to Marie Caroline Bjorlo Aug. 14, 1897. They were both 
charter members of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, and she a char- 
ter member of the Harlow Lutheran Ladies Aid. He passed away Feb. 
6, 1943, and she preceded him in death Feb. 8, 1933. 


John Watson was born at Aberdeen, Scotland, April 27, 1862. He 
immigrated to the United States in 1878. After arriving from Scot- 
land he worked for a number of years at Key West, Minnesota, as a 
section laborer. He was united in marriage to Eliza Ann Bunting of 
Ontario, Canada, Nov. 27, 1889. He homesteaded in Butte Valley 
township in 1898. Mr. Watson helped to organize the first Sunday 
School in the Harlow community. After he retired from farming in 
1943, he lived with a daughter, Mrs. De Witt Huffman of Minnewau- 
kan and a son, Sam, at Spokane, Washington. He passed away Mar. 
24, 1953 and his wife preceded him in death July 13, 1936. 


Archie McArthur was born in Bruce County, Ontario, Canada, 
Oct. 8, 1866. He came to the United States in 1887. In 1834 he filed 
on a homestead in Butte Valley township. He was united in marriage 
to Christine Hofstrand in 1895. She passed away in 1912, On June 
11, 1913, he was united in marriage to Randena Olson who passed 
away Mar. 27, 1936. He was a farmer, one of the early threshers in 
Butte Valley, and one of the early business men in Harlow. He passed 
away Sept. 9, 1939. Christine Hofstrand McArthur was born in Swe- 
den in 1874. She also filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township 
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Top row- Knut Berg, Andrew Kinneberg, Ole Kinneberg. 

Second row- Sander Paulson, Henry Halvorson (no H. S.), Hans 
Swansby, Ole Myking (no H. S.) Iver Kinneberg. 

Bottom row- Bernt Swenson, Kittel Groff, John Swansby, Martin 
Rude, Ole Syverson (no H. S.) 
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in 1894. Christine was the oldest daughter of Anna Hofstrand, also 
a homesteader in Butte Valley township. 

August Planting came to North Dakota in the fall of 1869. He 
filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township in 1897. On Dec. 18, 
1902, he was united in marriage to Aagodt Myking, daughter of Knut 
Myking, also a homesteader. In 1904 they moved to Brinsmade and 
built a home. Mr. Planting started a general merchandise store ihere 
in 1906, which he continued for over 19 years. They moved from there 
to Parshall, N. D., where he was in the same business for another 19 
years. They moved to Long Beach, California, in 1945. Mrs. Planting 
passed away several years ago, but as far as we know Mr. Planting 
still lives at Long Beach. 

Charley Johnson was born in Sweden, June 7, 1875. He immigrat- 
ed to the United States in 1892, coming to Minnesota. He filed on a 
homestead in Butte Valley township in 1895. When he quit farming 
he went to Montana where he worked as a Jaborer on the railroad 
for five years. In later years he lived in Harlow, and for the past 
seven years has been a resident of Leeds, N. D. 
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William (Bill) Wraight was born at Sauk Center, Dodd County, 
Minnesota, June 30, 1888. He came to North Dakota in 1902, filing on 
a homestead in Butte Valley township in 1906. He lived for nine years 
on the homestead with his grandparents. Later, he sold his house to 
Ole Sminesvik and it was moved to Harlow. He is a World War I 
veteran and is presently living in Harlow where he has made his 
home since 1934. 


Louis Hoff was born in Olsen, Norway, Dec. 29, 1873. He immi- 
grated to the United States as a young man and filed on a home- 
stead in Butte Valley township in 1894. In 1902, he was united in 
marriage to Minnie Aandahl. He continued to farm until his death 
in September of 1921. His wife continued living on the farm until in 
later years when she moved to Devils Lake to make her home with 
her daughter, Mabel, (Mrs. Paul Swanson). Mrs. Hoff passed away 
in 1958. 


Jennie (Alm) Hermanson was born in Regerili, Norway, Sept. 
7, 1877. She came with her parents, the Ole Alms, to the United 
States in 1881, coming to Rothsay, Minn. The family came to Minne- 
waukan by ox team to where her parents homesteaded in Albert town- 
ship on June 6, 1886. She grew to womanhood there and in 1900 she 
filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township. She was united in 
marriage to Herman Hermanson on Oct. 12, 1900. Mr. Hermanson 
was born at Waterville, Iowa, Oct. 14, 1874, where he grew to man- 
hood. He came to Maddock in 1899, and in 1901 he filed on a home- 
stead in Butte Valley township. (This is where the present farmstead 
is located.) He owned and operated a threshing rig in his community 
for 50 years. Mrs. Hermanson passed away Oct. 29, 19-5, and Mr. 
Hermanson on May 10, 1953. Mrs. Hermanson’s brother, Carl O. Alm 
was also a homesteader in Butte Valley township in 1903. He was born 
in Norway, Sept. 21, 1875. He was united in marriage to Karen Sophie 
Larson April 7, 1929. He farmed until 1929, when he and his wife and 
son, Oscar L., moved to Grand Forks. He passed away April 26, 1948, 
at Minot, and his wife some years later. 


Magda (Torgenrud) Westrum was born in Rothsay, Minnesota, 
Sept. 25, 1881. When she was six years old she came with her par- 
ents, the Anders Torgenruds, to Albert township, Benson County, 
North Dakota, where they filed on a homestead. Here she grew to 
womanhood and in 1897 she filed on a homestead in Butte Valley 
township. She was united in marriage to Alfred Westrum, farmer in 
Albert township, on Nev. 15, 1901. They farmed until in 1947, when 
they retired and moved to Maddock to live. She passed away Sept. 
11, 1954, but her husband still resides there. 

Andrew Loen was born in Nordfjord, Norway, Aug. 2, 1876. Com- 
ing to the United States in 1896, he homesteaded in Butte Valley 
township in 1904. He was united in marriage to Nettie Peterson, Oct. 
20, 1908. They farmed until Nov. 16, 1918, when the family moved to 
Cromwell, Washington. Mr. Loen passed away there Nov. 24, 1925. In 
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1931, Mrs. Loen with her children, returned to North Dakota to again 
live on their farm, returning to Washington in 1936, where she passed 
away Feb. 21, 1951. 

Kristian Hagen was born Sept. 21, 1867, in Sondre Fron Gud- 
brandsdalen, Norway. He came to the United States in 1904, followed 
by his family in 1905, and homesteaded in Butte Valley township. He 
farmed in the Harlow area from 1904 to 1935, with the exception of 
four years when he farmed at Van Hook, N. D. He passed away April 
18, 1935. Mrs. Hagen is still living. 

Thomas Morton (T. M.) Thompson was born in Norway Sept. 5, 
1872. He came to the United States in 1892 to Merrill, Wisconsin, io 
a cousin. Coming to North Dakota, he worked for Martin Hofstrand 
until he filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township in 1896. He 
was united in marriage to Anna Frydenlund, Aug. 26, 1911, at Crook- 
ston, Minn. He farmed in Butte Valley until he passed away Aug. 26, 
1940. His wife has continued to live on the homestead. 


IXdwin W. Evenson was born in Norway in 1873. He came to the 
United States as a young man, filing on a homestead in Butte Valley 
township in 1897. This is now the John Brenno farm. 

Isaac Gibson was born in Canada in 1868. Coming to North Da- 
kota, he filed on a homestead in Butte Valley township in the early 
1900's. This is where Victor and Orville Jacobson now live. 

John Rea was born in Canada in 1852. Coming to North Dakota, 
he homesteaded in Butte Valley township in 1902. This is now the 
Ben Alveshere farm. 

G. Ii. F. Von Aspern was born in Germany in 1873. Having come 
to the United States as a young man, he filed un a homestead in Butte 
Valley township in 1896. This is now the Bernard Meyer farm. 

C. O, Gunnerud was born in Minnesota in 1879. He came to Ben- 
son County in 1884, when he was five years old. He filed on a home- 
stead in Butte Valley township in 1900. 

Elling O. Gunnerud was born in Minnesota where he grew to 
manhood. He was united in marriage to Bertine Jeglum of Kenyon, 
Minn., July 17, 1897. He was a homesteader in Butte Valley township. 
His death occurred on Aug. 12, 1913. 

Martin Gunnerud, a homesteader in Butte Valley township, was 
united in marriage to Sally Romig in 1903. He was killed in a thresh- 
ing rig accident in 1904. His widow who had married Alex Link of 
Brinsmade in 1910, passed away Jan. 9, 1959. 

Others that homesteaded in Butte Valley township who we could 
get no information about, at least in so short a time, and whose names 
are familiar are: Andrew, Ole, and Iver Kinneberg; Lars Tollefson, 
Torjus Groff, Andrew Kaupang, Thorvald Torgerson, Bernt Swenson, 
Martin Rude, Claus Olson, Mary A. Morris, Sivert Muri, O. D. Com- 
stock, William B. (Barney) Hathaway, Mike Norrick, Olav Overland, 
Anna Michaels, Clara Cinclair, Albert Kirkeby, Anton Vik, August 
Peterson, Charley Holt, Hattie Blacha, Peter Fosner, Hildus Lunder, 


37 


HISTORY OF BUTTE VALLEY TOWNSHIP (Con’t.) 


Spruce Gibbs, Ed. Lyons, and John Olson. This is by no means a com- 
plete list of the homesteaders as the township was literally dotted 
with settlers’ shacks. Many of them had 160 acres, others 80 acres, 
and some with only 40 acres. 


“According to Homestead Law, anyone over 21 years of age 
could get 160 acres of free land providing they lived on it for five 
years. If he wished to get still more free land, he could get a tree 
claim. To get a clear title to it the settler had to plant 10 acres in 
trees and keep them living at least eight years. He would then get 
title if he could prove by two reliable witnesses that the trees were 
still living. A third tract of 160 acres, a pre-emption, could be obtained 
by living on it for 18 months and paying $2.50 per acre if it was rail- 
road land or $1.25 if it was not.” (Taken from “Our State North Da- 
kota” by Leifur) We have found in our research on the homesteaders 
that some have more than 160 acres, and this may clear up the rea- 
son why. 


Having come from lands and homes where churches and schools 
were important, one of the first moves of the pioneers was to see that 
their children would be instructed in the faith of their fathers, that 
places of worship must be established, and to provide an education 
for their children. The only church we know of that was established 
in this community is the Lutheran Church, and as it was organized 
largely by homesteaders we feel that it has a place in this book. 
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Jennie (Alm) Hermanson’s claim shack, 1900. Mrs. Herman Herman- 
son, Mrs. C. L. Peterson, C. L. Peterson, Esther (on lap), Ella and 
Mabel Peterson. 
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Church 


The church made an early appearance in our community because 
the pioneer settlers were men and women who “loved the habitations 


of the house of God.” 


Our Savior’s Norwegian 
Evangelical Lutheran Congre- 
gation of Big Butte, N. D. was 
organized on June 3, 1900, by 
Rev. A. A. Brunsvold of Leeds 
at the Knut Myking farm home. 


The first members who as- 
sisted in forming the congrega- 
tion were: Mr. and Mrs. Knut 
Myking, Mrs. Margit Kvam- 
men, Ole S., Christine, and Ole 
IXvammen, Mr. and Mrs. E. O. 
Gunnerud, S. S. Rodning, S. S. 
Medhus, L. L. Ness, Martin 
Rude, Mr. and Mrs. Ole Helling, 
Olai Ronning, Mr. and Mrs. Ole 
Kinneberg, Hans Swansby, Kit- 
tel, Ole and Torjus Groff, An- 
drew KXinneberg, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Christian Muri. 


Other early members who had joined the congregation while the 
church was at its original site, that were listed, were: Mr. and Mrs. 
Ix, O. Knutson (1908), Mr. and Mrs. Jens Tovsrud (1911), Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Hoff (1911), Mr. and Mrs. Nels Gustafson (1911), Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrew Loen (1912), Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Bakke (1912), Mr. 
and Mrs. A. O. Molden (1916), and Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Jacobson 
(1916). Mrs. Olai Ronning and Mrs, Ole Groff should be mentioned 
as they were of the early members, though not listed. The member- 
ship is too lengthy to list everyone to the present time. 


Services were held in the homes until in 1909, when a church was 
built one mile east and half a mile north of Harlow where the ceme- 
tery is located. This cemetery was started in 1903, On one and a half 
acres of land purchased from Henry E. W. Waltenberg, at twenty 
dollars per acre. 


The Church was moved in 1916 to its present location within the 
townsite of Harlow. It was moved on planks and rollers using a winch 
and horse-power over the hills, the shortest way to Harlow. 


The first minister to serve this congregation was Rev. A. A. 
Brunsvold, 1900-1906, followed by Rev. J. P. Lieland, 1906-1913; Rev. 
Harold Forseth 1913-1916; Rev. A. D. Halvorson, 1916-1919; Rev. 
K. O. Raftshol, 1919-1931; Rev. Edward Erickson, 1931-1951; Rev. 
M. J. Nilsen (temporary pastor) 1951-1953; Rev. C. A. Tollefson, 
1953-1958 and Rev. R. H. Quamme, present pastor since 1958. 
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CHURCH (Con’t.) 


Student Pastor John Rotto served our congregation the summer 
of 1952. 

Rev. Leland’s salary the first year was $70. However, in 1912 he 
received a salary of $175. Rev. Farseth was instrumental in changing 
this to an E, L. C. Congregation. 

In 1912 Parochial school was held for a month, later for two 
months. Salary for the teacher was not to exceed $30 for one month. 

A long felt need for a Ladies Aid culminated with one being or- 
ganized at Mrs. Margit Kvammen’s farm home, June 6, 1908. The 
Charter members were: Mrs. Margit Kvammen, Christine Kvammen, 
Mrs. Olai Ronning, Mrs. K. O. Knutson, Mrs. Ole Kinneberg, Mrs. 
Knut Myking, Mrs. Ole Helling and Mrs. Christian Muri. 

Thus was started an organization upon which the church all 
through the years has learned to depend. It has come to the rescue 
in every time of need and it is safe to say the church could not have 
functioned as it has without this loyal group behind it. 


BOE Se or 
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THE FIRST FISH LAKE SCHOOL HOUSE 
Mary Morris, Teacher. 

Left to right, front row- Morgan Watson, Robert Tovsrud, Clar- 
ence Torgenrud, Nina Torgenrud, Ella Peterson Westad, Mabel 
Peterson Anas. 

Back row- Minnie Watson Nelson, Alfred Torgenrud, Sam Wat- 
son, Emma Huebschwerlen, Olga Torgenrud Nelson, Atlantis (Casey) 
Hofstrand, Gina Tovsrud, Andrew Olson, Mary Morris, teacher, be- 


hind Ella Peterson. 
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Butte Valley Township Schools 


In trying to write the history of the Butte Valley Schools we 
found very few records to get any information from. School seemed 
to have been held wherever they had the most pupils. Registers were 
taken from school to school as they had short summer terms. It ap- 
pears the same teacher taught several short terms in different schools 
the same year, at times. We know that the rural schools in the district 
were closed after a period of years, the children ging to school in 
Harlow, and the rural school hwuuses sold, to become homes for people. 
The Lincoln School was the last one to be closed. 


The following information was given by the present County Sup- 
erintendent, Alice Thompson, from her files: 


HATHAWAY SCHOOL TOWN 3:::1P NO. 22 


June 6, 1899 


“Petition to organize township 154, Range 69, into a school dis- 
trict granted, and the County Superintendent was ordered io call first 
election.” (Page 469, Book “A”, County Commissioners’ Record, Ben- 
son County). 


June 14, 1899 


First election ordered held at 
residence of O. D. Comstock, 
July 1, 1899. B. W. Hathaway 
was appointed district clerk to 
serve until organization of 
school board. 


June 17, 1899 


John Watson and A. K. Olson 
were appointed judges and 
M. Albert clerk of election. Fol- 
lowing is the result of first 
election: 


Director to serve until the 
first annual election- George 
Wray. 


Director to serve until ihe 
second annual election- John 
Watson. 


Director to serve until the 
third annual election- W. B. 
Hathaway. 


Wm. B. (Barney) 


School Treasurer to serve un- 


til the annual election in the patpawa 
first even numbered year. - Hathaway School District was 
M. Albert. named for him. 


Name of School District - Hathaway. 
John Watson was chosen as President and Andrew K. Olson as 
Clerk of District School] Board. - Torger Sinness, Co. Supt. 
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BUTTE SCHOOL NO. 1 


The first school in Butte Valley Township was located two miles east 

of the Knute Myking homestead on the George W. Smith land. Mr. 
L. W. Harwood of Fillmore was the first teacher, boarding at the 
Myking home. The first term of school was taught from June to 
September, 1900, with the following pupils attending: Nellie Erwin, 
Martha Smith, Pernella Muri, Ruda, Gunda, Clarence, and Oswald 
Torgerson, Ole, Henning, and Aagodt Myking, Albertina and Ludvig 
Helling and Russel Harwood. Subjects taught were: Reading, Arith- 
metic, Geography, Physiology. 


Torger Sinness was County Superintendent at that time. 


WASHINGTON SCHOOL NO. 2 


The first Washington School record we have been able to locate 
is for a summer term from July 29 to October 18, 1901. The teacher’s 
name was not listed. The following pupils attended school: Catherine 
Dickson, Albertina, Ludvig and Elmer Helling, Gina and Annie Nel- 
son, Ole and Henning Myking and Selma and John Vik. N. T. Tiegen 
was County Superintendent. 


FISH LAKE SCHOOL NO. 3 


The first Fish Lake School stood just south of Hermanson’s farm, 
in the corner where the mail boxes are. It was later moved to where 
the present school building now stands, The first teacher was Mary 
Morris who taught a summer term in 1901. The pupils who attended 
school at that time were: Melvin, Clarence, Nina, Alfred and Olga 
Torgenrud. Robert and Gena Tovsrud, Ella and Mabel Peterson, Min- 
nie, Sam and Morgan Watson, Emma Huebschwerlen, Atlantis (Cas- 
ey) Hofstrand and Andrew Olson. 


The new school was built in 1908 and the first teacher there was 
Otilla Kobe. * 
LINCOLN SCHOOL NO. 4 


The first Lincoln School record we could locate was for the year 
1900. The teacher was Ernest Sommerville. Pupils who attended were: 
Maud Hathaway, Emma Huebschwerlen, Samuel Watson, Minnie 
Watson, Tracy Kunneman, Ray Hathaway and George Huebschwer- 
len. 


BUTTE VALLEY DEBATFORENING (Debate Society) 


The Butte Valley Debate Society was organized January 7, 1906. 
The meeting was held at the Andrew Kinneberg place (present Anton 
Gunderson Farm). The following officers were elected: Chairman, 
Knut Berg; Vice President, Thorwald Torgerson; Secretary, Ole 
Groff; Program Committee, Andrew Kinneberg, Hans Swansby and 
Nels Hermanson. 

The purpose of the organization was to get together to debate on 
various topics. Differcsit members took the affirmative and negative 
sides. The topics of debate and decisions were: 
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1- Jan. 7, 1906 - Gambling is worse than drinking. 
2- Jan. 14, 1906 - The telephone is a necessity. 
3- Jan. 28, 1906- No. 2 Debated again; decision affirmative. 


4- Feb. 11, 1906 - Norway was better off as a kingdom than a 
republic. Affirmative. 
5- Feb. 19, 1906 - Love is stronger than money. Affirmative. 


6- Feb. 25, 1906 - Woman’s Suffrage is best for the country. Neg- 
ative. 

7- Mar. 4, 1906 - Fire has done more damage than water. Affir- 
mative. 

8- Mar. 18, 1906 - Dancing is worse than tobacco. Affirmative 

9- Apr. 1, 1906 - A farmer needs more practical education than a 
business man. Affirmative. 

10- May 6, 1906 - A corset does more damage than liquor. Affir- 
mative. 


On Feb. 11, 1906 at a regular meeting of the society it was de- 
cided to put out a paper called “Butte Times” and Knut O. Berg was 
elected Editor. Assistant editor was Hans Swansby and Ole Groff as 
a third party to decide any dispute about editing. On Monday, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1906 at a regular meeting of the society the first edition of 
the ‘‘Butte Times” was read before the assembly and received great 
applause. Thereafter a copy was read at cach meeting. 


Members who are mentioned in the minutes are: Knut O. Berg, 
Thorwald Torgerson, Ole Groff, Andrew Kinneberg, Hans Swansby, 
Nels Hermanson, Ole Myking, Kittel Groff, Ole Kinneberg, Olai Ron- 
ning, Thom Myking, Ludvig Helling, Clarence Torgerson, Fingal 
Kinneberg, A. Johnson, Edwin Evenson, Oswald Torgerson, Ivar Kin- 
neberg, Kristian Ronning, A. Kaupang, E. P. Haugen, Herman Ves- 
leset, Lars Tollefson, Ole Tollefson, Torjus Groff, August Planting, 
Elling Swansby, Andrew Swansby, Nils Dokken. 


This society was in existence from January 7, 1906 to May 6G, 
1906. Besides the debates they had a program at each meeting con- 
sisting of talks, declamations, songs etc. We would like to see a copy 
of the ‘Butte Times,’”’ but doubt there are any in existence today. 
Walter Groff has the book containing the minutes of this Society and 
he translated it from the Norwegian for us. 


In the early days, probably before 1900, but the date unknown, 
mail was hauled from Minnewaukan to the Albert Post Office. When 
B. Olson became postmaster at Albert mail was hauled to Albert and 
Thomas Jacobson hauled the mail from there to the Fish Lake Post 
Office where C. L. (Charley) Peterson was postmaster. Later Charley 
Peterson hauled the mail for his office. The new mail route between 
Maddock and Fish Lake started service September 18, 1905. Waagen 
and Waagen carried mail on the Fish Lake route. The Albert and 
Fish Lake post offices were discontinued in 1908 and all mail for those 
“towns” was consolidated into the rural delivery routes out of Mad- 
dock. We have no further information about mail service to the com- 
munity or when our rural routes were established out of Brinsmade. 
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Recollections 


The Fish Lake post office and store was first a lean-to built on 
the back of Charley Peterson’s house. Later he built a store and post 
office combined on his farm near Fish Lake. He also built a black- 
smith shop. Mabel Anas, a daughter of the Petersons, remembers the 
lake at one time had fish in it because of an overflow, possibly from 
the Sheyenne river. Boating was an early day pastime. Her father 
built an ice boat with sails and also a merry-gu-round for winter 
sports. The lake was never dry in those early years and there were 
lots of geese and ducks for hunting.. Indians camped there, coming 
from Fort Totten to dig snake root for medicine. They also trapped 
animals in the spring and fall. The Indians also camped for weeks at 
what is now called the Black Slough resting in their migrations to 
the north in the spring and the south in the fall. Mrs. Cohenour re- 
calls how her mother, Mrs. Jens Tovsrud baked bread for the Indians. 
The Chief of the Indians brought flour and by sign language indicated 
she should keep a like amount of flour for herself. The Indians 
brought game birds and animals to show their appreciation. 


_ Mr. H. K. Myking residing in Starbuck, Minnesota recalls that 
shortly after the turn of the century he worked for a neighbor who 
mowed hay from the field which is now the site of Harlow. 


During the years about this time he states he and his family at- 
tended church services which were held in the various homes of the 
settlers. Pastor A. A. Brunsvold, of Leeds, was the. first preacher to 
serve the community as he recalls. One winter Rev. Brunsvold used 
a fast team and sleigh, made by placing runners on a buggy, and he 
came prepared for winter weather. He dressed with long, hip length, 
boots with matching reindeer coat. Then came Reverend J. P. Lee- 
land. One Sunday a terrible winter starm gripped the area. He be- 
came so concerned about the welfare of his family in Minnewaukan 
that regardless of admonishments he started home via Brinsmade 
accompanied by Mr. Myking. The storm: was so blinding frequent 
stops'had to be made to clear the horses’.eyes. Mr. Myking was ctay- 
ing with his sister Mrs. A. J. Planting of Brinsmade. They prevailed 
upon Rev. Leeland to stay overnight. He proceeded, however, and 
when he was about half way to Minnewaukan his sleigi: broke down, 
luckily in front of a farm house. The farmer lent a sleigh to him. For- 
tunately he arrived in Minnewaukan, safely. 


Another memory is of an incident of 1900. Mr. Myking’s father 
had the faresight to heap about three feet of boulders about his shack 
to protect from the winds. One night a severe storm struck. Through 
the light of the lightning they could see movement in the distance 
which was a family struggling against the terrific wind. Their shack 
was about a mile and a half away and was carried away in the storm. 
The family saved nothing and were in their night clothes. The neigh- 
bor was carrying his father on his back. The old man had been seri- 
ously injured when the shack disintegrated, 
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RECOLLECTIONS (Con'’t.) 


Mrs. Elling Swenson, widow of a homesteader, also recalls see- 
ing Indians traveling by covered wagons, passing by their homestead 
in the spring and fall, probably on their way to and from the Turtle 
Mountain and Fort Totten Indian Reservations. 


Early day recollections of Bill Wraight is that he, with others 
shot geese where the townsite of Harlow is now located. Hunting was 
an enjoyable pastime as geese and other waterfow! were plentiful at 
that time. They tied their horses to the buggy, on the hill, where Tim 
Thompson's house was built in later years. 


The people in those days not only had to contend with Indians but 
prairie fires and bands of gypsies who camped for weeks along the 
roadside. Once when they were camped south of our place, Ole’s 
mother, Johanna Ronning, a nurse, had to act as midwife when a new 
baby arrived. 

Early day travelling was by wagons, surreys (two seated car- 
riages) buggies, and, in the winter time, bob sleds and small home 
made covered rigs. Even though the roads were few and poor, the 
people visited together more than they do now; probably because 
there were no TVs and the many other forms of amusement of mod- 
ern day life. 

The first Butte Valley Township meeting was held at the Christ 
Muri home March 15, 1904. It was called to order by M. Albert. Isaac 
Gibson, Herman Hermanson and Ole Kinneberg were chosen judges, 
with Ole Helling as moderator. 

Officers elected at this meeting were: Supervisors, C. L. Peterson, 
Chairman, Ole Tollefson and Th. Thompson. Township Clerk, M. Al- 
berts; Treasurer, Magnus Hofstrand; Assessor, Ole Helling; Justice of 
the Peace, William Boppre. Commissioners of Conciliation, Lars Tol- 
lefson, Ed. Lyons, Louis Huff and Herman Hermanson. Poundmaster, 
Christ Muri; Constable. Isaac Gibson; Overseer of Highways, Road 
Dist. No. 1 Ole Kinneberg; Road Dist. No. 2 Herman Hermanson. 


There were twenty-six votes cast at the election. 

A tax of three mills was to be levied for Road purposes. Tax to 
be raised on taxable property in the township for General Township 
purposes was $175. 

A pound for impounding animals was to be established in Christ 
Muri’s pasture. 

At a meeting held January 25, 1905, Magnus Hofstrand’s name 
was drawn as a juror from this township. 

The first proceedings of the Township Board of Review was held 
June 13, 1904 when valuation changes were made on real estate in 
the township. Real Estate was adjusted to $60,430 and personal prop- 
erty to $14,258 for a total of $74,688. 

Present officers are: Supervisors: Olaf Helgeson, Lawrence Duf- 
fey, and Norman Westrum; Clerk, Odin Westrum; Treas. Roald Lys- 
ne; Assessor, Melvin Alveshere, and Constable, Phillip leppard. 


TELEPHONE 


The Fish Lake Telephone Company was organized in June 1907 
at the Hermanson School House. The first officers were: President, 
Charles Peterson; Secretary-Treasurer, H. Hermanson; Vice Presi- 
dent, Magnus Hofstrand; Directors, James Michels, M. Albert and 
Andrew Pearson. Twenty-seven patrons signed to build a line which 
cost $1,215.00. 


In 1909 the directors of the York and Butte Telephone Company 
agreed to consolidate with the Fish Lake Telephone Company. Four 
more members joined the Fish Lake Line. 


A switch was installed in the Ole Tollefson home in 1914 to York 
from Harlow. Patrons wishing to get on the Telephone system had 
to pay $70.00. 


After 1922 most of the telephone systems expired until in the fall 
of 1951 when a new organization began. 


BUTTE VALLEY CO-OP TELEPHONE COMPANY 


The Butte Valley Co-op Telephone Company line was built by 
the patrons, with Howard Mereness of Leeds as supervisor. It con- 
sisted of about thirty miles of line and connected with the Leeds line 
four miles south of that city. It had thirty-one patrons with three 
circuits having ten members on each circuit. 

Circuit No. 30- Nils Himle, Gordon Owens, Burton Friestad, John 
Ripplinger, Clarence Lunde, Alex Link, Oscar Knutson, George Ro- 
mig, L. W. Britsch and the Helgeson Store. 

Circuit No. 40- Melvin Alveshere, Ole Ronning, Tollef Tollefson, 
Roald Lysne, Anton Gunderson, Raymond Buchta, Walter Groff, Al- 
bert Kven, Harlow School, E]mer Tufte and Magnus Lysne (Elevator 
house). 

Circuit No. 50- Olaf and Carl Helgeson, Charley Thompson, Odin 
and Norman Westrum, Hjalmer Hermanson, Victor Jacobson, Ben 
Alveshere, Lawrence Duffy and the Farmers Union Co-op Elevator. 


Each circuit had a director. The first ones were: Circuit No. 30- 
John Ripplinger; Circuit No. 40- Ole Ronning; and Circuit No. 50- 
Charley Thompson. 

When it was built it cost approximately $5500.00. 

They elected Albert Kven, President and Walter Groff Sec.- 
Treas. They served in that capacity until after ten years of operation 
the patrons decided to sell to the Northwestern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. The sale was consummated in the fall of 1961. 
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Chronology 


There is a second generation of farmer-owners and widows 
living on the homesteads. They are: Clarence Lunde-C. O. Lunde; 
Walter Groff-Ole Groff; Mrs. Kittel Groff and son Ole-Kittel Groff; 
Ole Ronning-Olai Ronning; Robert Hoff-Louis Hoff; Hjalmer and 
Car] Hermanson-Herman Hermanson; Olaf Helgeson-Ole K. Helge- 
son; Mrs. T. M. Thompson and sons Charley and Vern-T. M. Thomp- 
son and Mrs. Elling Swenson and daughter Sophie and son Swen- 
Elling Swenson. Others are George Muri-C. J. Muri (rents); Torkel 
Vesleset (nephew) Herman Vesleset; Oscar Knutson-K. O. Knutson, 
owns, but does not live there. 

Present 1962 farmers and the homesteads they live on and farm: 
John Ripplinger-Andrew Loen; Peter Hoffert-Martin Hofstrand 
Raymond Buchta-Thorvald Torgerson; Victor Buchta-Hans Swansby; 
Roald Lysne-Lars Tollefson; John Brenno-Edwin Evenson; Melvin 
Alveshere-Syver Medhus; Bernard Meyer-Gus Van Aspern; Ward 
Alveshere-Andrew Pearson; Ben Alveshere-John Rea; Margaret and 
Lawrence Duffy-Ole Ehrhardt; Orville and Victor Jacobson-Isaac 
Gibson; Norman Westrum-Hans Hanson; Car] Buckmeier (rents)- 
Pete Fosner; Carl Helgeson-Jens Tovsrud; Odin Westrum-John Wat- 
son; Fred Bingham-School Land, bought it; Lawrence Warner-Jacob 
Kineman and Jim Warner-Wm. B. Hathaway. 

Orval Drew who lives at Leeds owns the Ole Kvammen home- 
stead, and Orval Jacobson the Charley Peterson homestead - neither 
live on them. There are others, also, who own homesteads or parts of 
them, There are others, also, who own homesteads or parts of them, 
but time does not permit us to get this information. 

Older residents of Butte Valley (not homesteader families) of 
the past and date of arrival, if known: 

W. W. Romigs (1902) came from Pennsylvatiua. Lived on Elling 
Gunneruds homestead, Mr. and Mrs. Romig and Sally have passed 
away. Herman, Bertha and Frank live in Washington State. George 
Romigs moved to Harlow (1933). Mrs. Romig continues io live there. 

Morris Johnsons (1907). Mr. Johnson came to Butte Valley. 
Moved to Harlow 1939. He passed away 1958. Mrs. Johnson continues 


to live ihere. 
Anton Gundersons (1912) lived on Andrew Kinneberg’s home- 


stead. Both have passed away. 

Nels Gustafsons (1910). Lived on Ed. Evenson’s homestead. Both 
have passed away. 

Rasmus Bennes’ - Lived south of Harlow on farm now owned by 
Fred Rehlings. Later moved to Brinsmade. Both have passed away. 

Iver Bakken - no information. 

Older residents (not homesteader families) presently living in 
Butte Valley or nearby towns, and date of arrival, if known: 

John Lysne (1907). Bought Ole Tollefson’s homestead. Moved to 


Harlow in 1942. Presently staying with Roald Lysne. 
Mrs. (B. J.) Margaret Duffy and Lawrence (1927). B. J. Duf- 


fys came from the Isabel community. Mr. Duffy passed away in 1947. 
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Ben Alvesheres (1928). Came from Harvey. 

Fred Binghams - Live on school Jand they bought. 

Oliver Westrums (1919). Came from Minnesota. Moved io Mad- 
dock 1950. 

Mrs. (Paul) Ida Williams (1918). Mr. Williams passed away in 
1935. Mrs. Williams and family moved to Maddock in 1943. 

Lars Friestads (1935). Came from near Baker. Moved to Leeds 
in 1956. 

Oscar Aandahl - Made his home at the former M. Alberts home- 
stead. Presently a resident of Leeds. 

Melvin Peterson - Up until later years was a resident of this 
area, Painter by trade. 


CHRONOLOGY (Con’t.) 


GRAIN HAULERS 
Lars Westad, Peter Westad, Olaf Lalum and H. G. Peterson. Others 
unknown. In the background, Bowman Cullen Lumber Yard. 


FISH LAKE BALL TEAM 
Olaf Lalum, Lars Westad, Ed Dyrud, Albert Lalum, Melvin 
Westad, Jens Dyrud, Ira Manley, Peter Westad, Peter Lalum. Front 


row- Brinsmade team. 
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FARMERS UNION 
CO-OP ELEVATORS 


Original house, (top) erected in 
1931. 


Present house, (bottom) showing 
34 years of progress. 


ag 


ALBERT SCHOOL NO. 1 

First row- Enok Kirkeby, Hans Westad, Jens Dyrud, Minnie 
Dyrud, John Alm, unknown. 

Second row- Sophie Lalum, Peter Lalum, Mildred Torgenrud, 
Melvin Torgenrud, Melvin Westad, Sophie Westad. 

Third row- Lars Westad, Oscar Alm, Alfred Torgenrud, Gust 
Lalum, Teacher. Gunda Kirkeby, Sigurd Lalum. 

Back row- Louise Westad, Olaf Lalum, Magda Torgenrud, Anton 
Lalum, Marie Alm, Albert Torgenrud. 


Cc. L. (Charley) Peterson Fish Lake farm. Center building is 
the Fish Lake post office and store. 
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SOO LINE SNOW SCENES 
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Conclusion 


We wish to conclude by saying that this history could not record 
many items that should have been included due to lack of time to 
receive information from former residents, not having many records 
to go by, and much having to be written from memory. 


As we look back upon the years gone by, we gratefully remem- 
ber the many men and women who were the founders of our com- 
munity. To those few that are still among us we say THANK YOU! 


The following poem was written by Clara (Muri) Torgerson, 
daughter of a homesteader, and expresses our gratitude to the pio- 
neers. 


SALUTE TO OUR PIONEERS 


Our pioneers, from many lands 
Came to this rolling prairie sod, 


They tilled the soil, they built their homes; 
This land was theirs, a gift from God. 


Oh, pioneers, our thanks to thee— 
For worthy deeds which you have done; 


For churches, schools, for homes and roads, 
By toil and courage dearly won. 


May we who love this country, too, 
Be grateful to our pioneers, 


For faith and hope and love of God— 
As we go forth to future years. 


CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS, AND OMISSIONS 


Io, 


DEIp 


- 45; 


47, 


line I4 - 1944 not 1944 

line 26 - Jens not Jen Aker 

line 27 - Gourdhammer not Goldenhammer 
line 437 - add Andrew Anas was manager 
line 43 — John Duda not Vuda 


line I7 -— Omission - Gust Blasjo should 
follow Ingvold Iverson 


Underneath first picture: Should be 
Jacob Jacobson not Ole Jacobson 


line 36 - Mabel Anas omitted as charter 
member 


Underneath second picture, unknown after 
"Gust the Kid" is Frank Romig 


line 6 — add School to Fish Lake 
line 451° = April 7, t906snotyto2o 


Misspelling - last paragraph - It should 
be Rev. Leeland and Rev. Farseth 
Janey 5 — nev. Leeland 1s also misspell ved 


line 2I - Omit Nina. she was a visitor 
line 47 - Mary Rea not Otilla Kobe 


Omitted heading "Township Organization" 
after fourth paragraph 


line I2 - Martin Gunnerud not Hofstrand 

line 2I - Jacob Kunemann not Kineman 
Omitted Joe Selensky - Qle 
Tollefson 

line 24 - Albert Kven owns Archie 
McArthur's homestead (insert) 

line 25 - repeat line 

line 45 - Bought Lars Tollefson not 
Ole Tollefson's homestead 


First picture - Misinformation - Should be: 


First row — After John Alm - Melvin 
Torgenrud 


Second row - John not Mildred, and Alford 


not Melvin Torgenrud 
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